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When a steamship company has been in successful business for almost e cen- 
tury, it would require a book to do justice to all the happenings of its life- 


time. 
centennial, 


The year 1952 would have seen the celebration of the Merchants & Miners 
had not the Gods cf War closed our story rather suddenly, 


without 


consulting us in the matter.Never has there been a time when the Atlantic Coast 


was so barren of American coastwise lines. 


It brings sadness to our hesrts to 


scan the once-happy scene of regular passenger and freight sailings of aline as 
prominent and well operated as the Merchants & Miners Transportation Company. 


It was back in 1852 that a 
group of enterprising business 
men of Baltimore and Boston 
formed acompany to transport by 
water hides from the leather 
tanneries of Baltimore, mine 
products,and various raw mater- 
lals for the manufacturing 
plants of New England; and to 
bring back from Boston the fin- 
ished products. Shoes, for one 
item,found a southern market in 
large quantities. So, on April 
24,1852, the Merchants & Miners 
Transportation Company was in- 
corporated by the Maryland Gen- 
eral Assembly for 25 years,with 
a capital of $100,000 and the 
privilege of increasing it to $300,000. 

It took nearly two years to raise 
the initial capital.Even the announce- 
‘ment in Baltimore papers that a new 
steamship company had been chartered 
made very little impression. But, be- 
tween Boston and Baltimore investors, 
the subscription was finally completed. 
The project of a line to Boston had 
been conceived by Baltimore tanners, 
and three-fifths of the money was sub- 
scribed in Baltimore. 

Under the guidance of its first 
president, Thomas ©. Jenkins, and with 
a capital of $200,000, the new company 
erdered its first two ships, JOSEPH 
WHITNEY and WILLIAM JENKINS. They were 
wooden hull sidewheelers of about 1000 
tons. WILLIAM JENKINS was 205' x 31' x 
10'6", with a 350-hp.beam engine of 9! 
stroke and 56" cylinder. Her paddle 
wheels were outside the guards.She was 
built in Baltimore by John A. Robb. 
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‘JOSEPH WHITNEY | 
--Copied by Author from an engraving 


JOSEPH WHITNEY, built by John Englis, 
Brooklyn, was a trifle larger--208! x 
35' x 17'--and was driven by a 360-hp. 
engine which had a cylinder of 52" di- 
ameter with an ll! stroke, 

JOSEPH WHITNEY made the first trip 
of the new line. Under the command of 
Gaptain Solomon Howes, she sailed from 
Boston at 8 P.M.,December 28,1854, ar- 
riving in Baltimore January 1l,a passage 
of 76 hours.History does not say wheth- 
er sails were used to help the steam, 
but she did carry square sails on her 
foremast and had fore and main jibs. 

On January 2, 1855, the first ad- 
vertisement of the company appeared in 
a Baltimore paper: 

NEW STEAMSHIP LINE TC BOSTON 
The new and fast sidewheel steam- 
ship JOSEPH WHITNEY, Cept. Solomon 
Howes, of the Merchants & Miners 
Transportetion Company will re- 
ceive freight at Flanigan's Wharf 
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and leave on Saturday afternoon 
next for Boston. For freight or 
passage, apply to Elder and Webb, 


corner of Pratt and Concord Sts. 

Soon after this, WILLIAM JENKINS 
was put in service. Though capital was 
very timid in the 1850's,the able man- 
agement and successful operation of 
the first two steamers made it possi- 
ble for the company to increase its 
capital to $300,000 and, with the aid 
of a record free of marine accidents, 
to win public confidence readily. 

In 1859, the company having met 
with fair success, an order was placed 
with the Harlan & Hollingsworth Compa- 
ny, Wilmington, Delaware, for two iron 
hull sidewheel steamers. S. R. SPAUL- 
DING and BENJAMIN DEFORD,of about 1200 


tons, were built at a cost of about 
$140,000 each. They were slightly 
larger than the first two: 220' x 33! 


and of 500 hp. In general appearance 
they differed but little from JOSEPH 
WHITNEY and WILLIAM JENKINS. They car- 
ried yards on their foremasts, and had 
sidewheels outside the guards. 
Business improved, and, with the 
completion of the new ships,Providence 
and Savannah were added as ports of 
call. But Providence was a financial 
failure from the start, and the ships 
did not call regularly. The impending 
Civil War was casting its shadow, and 
in the spring of 186l,while excitement 
was ata high pitch, WILLIAM JENKINS 
was set afire and destroyed at the 
wharf in Savannah. With war actually 
starting, operations south were sus- 
pended. On August 8, 1861, JOSEPH 
WHITNEY was sold to the Quartermaster 
Bureau of the War Department for 
$75,000, and renamed McCLELLAN. The 
need for ships was so acute that S. R. 
SPAULDING and BENJAMIN DEFORD were 
seized by the Government for trans- 
ports. The company protested, having 
lost all its ships at atime when 
freights were booming. In return, the 
Government during 1861 paid the compa- 
ny $750 per day for use of BENJAMIN 
DEFORD,$650 per day for S.R.SPAULDING. 
Rates were ail higher. at the beginning 
of the war, and, in this as in other 
cases, it was cheaper for the Govern- 
ment to purchase ships outright. It 
kept the steamers for the duration of 
the war,and in 1865 sold them to Star- 
back & Company. Renamed SAN JACINTO a 
BENJAMIN DEFORD and SAN SALVADOR a S. 
R.SPAULDING, they became the first two 
ships of the Ocean Steamship Company, 
and ran on the New York-Savanneh route 
after 1865. The Government returned 
McCLELLAN a JOSEPH WHITNEY. She re- 
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teined her name the rest of her days. 
The company's affairs were rather 
uncertain immediately after the war, 
and several different ships were char- 
tered or purchased, but operated for 
only short periods.FUNG SHUEY,a wooden 
propeller ship of about 1000 tons, was 
purchased in 1864 while being complet- 
ed in Brooklyn; but there is no record 
of her ever having been operated. Also 
in 1864,the company purchased a wooden 
hull screw steamer being built at Good- 
speed's Landing,Connecticut. This ves- 
sel of 974 tons became WILLIAM KENNEDY. 
She was 195' x 33!',and served the com- 
pany until 1885, when she foundered in 
a gale off Cape Lookout,North Carolina. 
In 1864,GEORGE APPOLD,first wood- 
en screw steamer builtfor the company, 
was laid down at John Lynn's Shipyard, 
Philadelphia.She was to cost $177,000. 
A little larger than the prewar side- 
wheelers, she measured 232' x 38', and 
was of 1456 tons gross, 844 net. She 
was driven by an engine of 1425 nhp. 
Like previous ships, GEORGE APPOLD had 
a very short bowsprit,and carried fore 
and main jibs, foresail and mainsail, 
and square sails on her foremast. One 
deckhouse occupied most of the space 
on the promenade deck. This ship gave 
25 years of good service to the compa- 
nye She was finally wrecked off Mon- 
tauk Point, Long Island, January 9, 
1889,while en route Providence-Newport 
News, and became a total loss. 
Benjamin Deford,an early director 
of the line, resigned in 1867, and De- 
catur H. Miller of Baltimore succeeded 
him. Solomon R. Spaulding had now been 
president of the company since 1862. 
The Maryland legislature, in Jan- 
uary, 1868, authorized an increase of 
the company's capital to $600,000. In 
February, 1869, the Atlantic Works of 
East Boston were commissioned to build 
WILLIAM LAWRENCE. This ship was a lit- 
tle smaller than GEORGE APPOLD, being 
of 1049 tons gross, 516 net, and 226! 


length. She was the first to be e= 
quipped with a surface condenser, and 
was the company's first iron screw 


steamer.She continued successfully for 
thirty years, and finally foundered on 
Port Royal Shoals, February 11, 1899. 
BLACKSTONE,a wooden screw ship of 
1147 tons and 921 hp.,was purchased in 
1869 for $70,000. She had been built 
in 1863 by G. Greenman & Company, Mys- 
tic,Connecticut,and chartered when new 
to the War Department at $550 per day. 
By 1865, the rate had dropped to $450. 
BLACKSTONE remained in Merchants & Min- 
ers service until 1890, when she was 
converted into a coal barge. 
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WILLIAM CRANE was’ the next to be 
built. In 1871 Harlan & Hollingsworth 
were given a $250,000 contract for this 
iron screw steamer of 1416 tons. She 
was considered quite a step ahead,with 
her 240! length and 37'8" beam.Launched 
June 20, 1871, she carried on for 25 
years as originally built, being given 
a rating of 1979 nhp.,which was excep- 
tional for a ship of her size.In 1896, 
an inspection showed her hull to be so 
sound that it was decided to install 
new boilers and a new triple-expansion 
engine.This work was done in Baltimore 
by James Clark & Company, and WILLIAM 
CRANE was renamed ITASCA. 

ITASCA ran for the next 21 years, 
mostly in the southern services of the 
company. A good many times,when a new 
captain had been made, this ship wou2d 
be his first command; and he would be 
watched to see how he handled her, es- 
pecially getting in and out of docks. 
ITASCA carried passengers as well as 
freight up to the first world war. She 
sailed from Norfolk with a cargo of 
coal, and foundered May 22, 1917, on a 
reef at the entrance to St. George's, 
Bermuda. Floated 40 days later,she was 
towed into harbor, where extensive re- 
pairs to her bottom were made. She 
sailed September 23 for New York, and 
was lost inahurricane about 250 miles 
off Bermuda two days later. After ten 
days in an open boat,25 survivors were 
landed at Boston, October 3,1917. The 
rest of the crew perished, including 
Captain H. J. Bond of Hempstead, L. I. 

During the 1870's, the company's 
headway was marked. Capital was in- 
creased from $600,000 to $1,000,000 in 
1876, and the legislature extended the 
charter. President S.R.Spaulding died 
August 31, 1874, and was succeeded by 
George J.Appold. Thomas B.Williams of 
‘Boston became a director, but resigned 
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March 19, 1879. He was succeeded by 
Henry C. Smith of Baltimore. 

JOHNS HOPKINS was built in1873 at 
Wilmington by Harlan & Hollingsworth. 
She wasan iron screw ship of 1470 tons 
gross and 945 net, 243' long--a trifle 
longer than WILLIAM CRANE. At this 
time, Providence was again made a ter- 
minal,when the Baltimore-Norfolk-Prov- 
idence Line was established. JOHNS 
HOPKINS served the line for 16 years, 
then, while still a comparatively new 
vessel, caught fire and burned at the 
Baltimore & Ohio docks at Locust Point, 
Baltimore, May 28, 1889. Pulled clear 
of the dock by towboats, she sank on 
the Fort McHenry flats, and was not 
considered worth being repaired or re- 
built. The wreck sold for $10,500. 

The Baltimore & Savannah Steamship 
Company was purchased January 3, 1876 
for $35,000, the transaction including 
two small wooden steamers, SARAGOSSA 
and AMERICA. SARAGOSSA had been built 
at Philadelphia in 1863, 211' long, 777 
tons gross. She served until 1886,when 
she was sold to a fruit company. On 
March 23,1887, she foundered about 200 
miles east of Cape Canaveral. Her 
crew were picked up by an English bark 
and landed at Bermuda. 

AMERICA was built in 1863 at Port- 
land, Connecticut, a 166' ship of 781 
tons gross, driven by a 755-hp.engine. 
She was valued by the company at 
$17,500. This ship was later turned in 
to Harlan & Hollingsworth for $20,000, 
as part payment on the new DECATUR H. 
MILLER, which was being built in 1879. 

Without doubt, this was the com- 
pany's most important development up 
to that time--the construction of a 
$228,000 ship. DECATUR H.MILLER, when 
completed, was the pride of the coast. 
She was commanded by Captain Solomon 
Howes,who had been master of the first 
steamer, JOSEPH WHITNEY. 

Great publicity was given 
the new ship, and the papers 
lauded her beautiful cabins.The 
Baltimore American of October 1, 
US72, (Ssaltdein: part: 

The Main Saloon is finished 
in cherry and black walnut 
with gilt trimmings.The up- 
holstery is red plush. The 
small saloon or lounging 
room is in turkey red leath- 
er. The conveniences for 
passengers are on the same 
scale as may be found on the 
most modern of ocean steam- 
ers, including a large and 
commodious bath room. 
My mother returned from Balti- 
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more to Boston on this ship when a 
young lady, and I can remember her 
describing its many beauties. 

DECATUR H. MILLER was of the lat- 
est design: a flush deck ship, 257!' x 
38', powered with a 1500-hp.compound 
engine. Of 2296 tons gross and 1673 
net, she was a good-sized ship for her 
time.A feature not found in any of the 
preceding ships was the buildingof the 
staterooms on the main deck aft to the 
skin of the ship. Earlier ships had a 
narrow gangway between the house and 
the sides of the ship. The space thus 
gained provided more room in the din- 
ing saloon, which was located between 
the rows of staterooms. 

When the Spanish-American War 
broke out, the United States needed 
transports. DECATUR H. MILLER, among 
others, was offered to the Government 
for $750 per day. On April 29, 1898, 
she was intercepted at sea and ordered 
to Port Tampa. As Transport No. 19, 
under command of Captain C. C. Peters, 
she served 4 months, part of the time 
moving Shafter’s army. She was returned 
to the company September 7, 1898. 

No serious accidents befell her 
during her regular coastwise service. 
In 1903 it was decided to lengthen her 
30!. This was done by the Maryland 
Steel Company at Sparrows Point, ata 
cost of $125,000. When the work was 
finished, she was renamed MERRIMACK. 
Under her new name she carried more 
cargo and was a better sea boat all a- 
round. After 23 more years, the com- 
pany decided she had outlived her use- 
fulness, and she was sent to the junk 
yard in 1926. Forty-seven yearson the 
coast had proved her good construction. 

Up to the building of DECATUR H. 
MILLER,the ships built for the company 
had been named for its directors. 
But, in 1881, with the laying of the 
keels of ALLEGHANY and BERKSHIRE at 
William Cramp & Sons! Shipyard, Phila- 
delphia, the policy of the company was 
changed to naming ships after counties 
in the states where it had terminals. 

ALLEGHANY and BERKSHIRE were ex- 
actly alike,with a waterline length of 
250', 38' beam, and 16' depth of hold. 
They were driven by compound engines 
of 1500 hp.,34" and 60" cylinder diam- 
eters, and 45" stroke. They had well 
decks forward, and could load cargo o- 
ver the side; but the greater part of 
the cargo was trucked on through side- 
ports fore and aft on the main deck. 
Both ships eventually saw transport 
duty in the Spanish war. ALLEGHANY, 


under eo vere Ziba Nickerson, was in- 
tercepted at Baltimore and ordered by 
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the War Department to Port Tampa,April 
29, 1898. As Transport No. 17, ALLE- 
GHANY helped in moving Shafter's army 
to Cuba. BERKSHIRE,under Captain John 
Dizer, was ordered to Norfolk, to a- 
wait orders. 

ALLEGHANY and BERKSHIRE followed 
DECATUR H. MILLER in general style of 
passenger accommodations, with dining 
room aft on the main deck and state- 
rooms on either side against the skin 
of the ship. Staterooms were also lo- 
cated on the promenade deck, as were 
the social hall, smoking room, and of- 
ficers' mess room. Officers' quarters 
were located aft of the pilot house. 

These fine freight and passenger 
ships gave a good account of themselves 
over the years.BERKSHIRE made a 60-day 
charter voyage to Rio de Janeiro,sail- 
ing from Baltimore February 9,1882,and 
showing a profit of $20,000.0n October 
1,1900, ALLEGHANY and BERKSHIRE opened 
the passenger and freight service be- 
tween Philadelphia and Savannah, a 
service maintained until the second 
world war. 

After 26 years, ALLEGHANY met her 
first serious accident, July 17, 1907. 
While bound from Savannah to Baltimore, 
she caught fire and burned to the wa- 
ter's edge off Tybee. She was aban- 
doned to the underwriters, the company 
accepting $150,000. The hull was re- 
puilt into a d-deck freight ship by 
the Erie Basin& Drydock Company,Brook- 
lyn. After more years of service for 
Merchants &« Miners,she was finally sold 
for fruit service (SB,viii:10) and put 
under the Honduran flag. She appeared 
at Boston in June,1935, with a load of 
bananas, under the name COPAN. 

BERKSHIRE also had trouble with 
fire.In 1912,while on the Philadelphia- 
Savannah run under Captain G. J. Hart, 
she caught fire off Cape Lookout.Twen- 
ty-one passengers were safely removed, 
and later the vessel was salvaged. E- 
ventually, BERKSHIRE was sold to Egyp- 
tian interests and renamed LUXOR. 

Business was good and competition 
keen, and the company continued to 
puild.The keel for CHATHAM was laid in 
1884 at the American Shipbuilding Com- 

any, Philadelphia. The cost was 
504,000, to be financed by a sale of 
ten-year bonds secured by mortgage on 
the Norfolk wharf property. 

CHATHAM was an iron screw vessel 
of 2728 tons gross, 1909 net. Her 
length was 265'4" on the waterline and 
she was driven by a compound engine of 
1900 hp., having cylinders of 40" and 
72"; 48" stroke. This gave her a sea 
speed of 13 knots. CHATHAM was a flush 
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deck ship arranged similarly to 
ALLEGHANY and BERKSHIRE, but on 
a more extensive scale.She car- 
ried sails,which were used when 
the wind was favorable,and pre- 
sented a very picturesque ap- 
pearance.This was a not uncom- 
mon sight in the 1880's and 
1890's, chiefly on steamers 
whose captains had been in sail- 
ing ships intheir younger days. 

When trouble with Spain 
became acute in the spring of 
1898, CHATHAM, then undergoing 
repairs in Baltimore, was taken 
by the Government, which paid 
the company $350,000--more than 
the original cost of the ship. 
She was fitted out as a repair 
ship and became the USS VULCAN. 
After the war, Merchants & Miners 
bought her back for $175,000, and she 
became CHATHAM again. 

At 6A.M.-, June 14, 1910, she 
stranded on the outer point of the 
North Jetty at the entrance to the St. 
John's River,Florida, in a rare south- 
ern fog. All 47 passengers were trans- 
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The first CHATHAM 
--Stebbins photo from Author's collection 
ferred from lifeboats to the Clyde Lin- 


er MOHAWK and the pilot boat META, and 
CHATHAM was abandoned. She presented a 
hopeless picture,with her bow sticking 
high above the jetty and her stern low 
in the water. The strain broke her 
back, and she had to be blown up. 

(To be continued) 
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Many fine vessels have curled the waters of Puget Sound since 1853, 
the first American steamer built on the Sound was launched and operated between 
Seattle and Olympia via Steilacoom and way points. None, however, have earned a 
more enduring niche in our hearts than the pretty trio from the Great Lakes who 


made their debut when the twentieth century was yet young. 
screw steamers, all built in Toledo, Ohio, 
(Toledo Shipbuilding Company's #78, 1901), 
Company's #83, 1901), and INDIANAPOLIS 200920 (Craig's #99, 1904). 
One of the most important acts of the Alaska Steamship Company, 
into a subsidiary, 
was to buy the three beautiful near-sisters. 
This was done under the direction of Charles E. Peabody, 
of both Alaska Steamship 


consolidation of smaller companies 
Company, between 1901 and 1905, 


‘the organizers 
Peabody, has been president since 1929. 
INDIANAPOLIS was acquired October 
14,1905, from the Michigan City & Chi- 
cago Line; CHIPPEWA and IROQUOIS,Octo- 
ber 21,1906, from the Arnold Transpor- 
tation Co. The purchase price was not 
disclosed, but INDIANAPOLIS had cost 
$175,000 to build. She had been oper- 
ating only about seven months when 
sold, andwas_ to be replaced on Lake 
Michigan by the new THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 
The following is a brief history 
of these transplanted vessels. It is 
based primarily on facts and data col- 
lected and made available by our good 
friend Mr. Robert C. Leithead,Histori- 
an of the Puget Sound Maritime Histor- 
ical Society and SSHSA member. EX= 
cerpts from more detailed data(to fol- 


low in a near-future issue) 


These steel single- 
were the now-famous CHIPPEWA 127440 
IROQUOIS 100730 (Craig Shipbuilding 


after its 
Puget Sound Navigation 


president and one of 
His son, Captain A. M. 
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are also 
To 


taken directly from his records. 
him, our sincere thanks. 

INDIANAPOLIS was the first of the 
trio to reach Seattle, on February 10, 
1906. Her purchase had been followed 
by immediate preparations for the long 
voyage "down under"--the Panama Canal 
being only on paper. Steaming down the 
Lakes from Chicago, she had traversed 
the St. Lawrence and the Atlantic to 
New York, where she was boarded up, 
braced, and made all shipshape. 

After an "uneventful" voyage (fog 
and heavy weather at the Horn anda 
mutiny at San Francisco were-not "e- 
vents,"it seems), she arrived in Seat- 
tle to the accompaniment of steamboat 
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whistles and public rejoicing. 
Except for brief stops for coal 
and fresh water,her engines had 
never once been stopped during 
the long passage,which she made 
in what is believed to be an 
all-time record for merchant 
vessels over this run: 51 days, 
4 hours, including stops. Capt. 
John Johnson was in command; C. 
F. Bishop, chief engineer. 

Quickly renovated, INDIAN- 
APOLIS entered the Seattle-Port 
Townsend-Victoria run April l, 
1906. After 15 months, she was 
transferred to the Seattle-Ta- 
coma route in opposition to the 
celebrated FLYER of the Columbia 
& Puget Sound Navigation Co.--but only 
after her sea boots had been properly 
filled by CHIPPEWA (insuring that Can- 
adian Pacific would have to look to 
its laurels for many years to come). 

An observation cabin had been e- 
rected on the boat deck aft, and she 
became at once a huge success. Affec- 
tionately known as the "INDIAN"by most 
of her regulars, she remained on the 
"SeaTac" run over 24 years, until its 
termination December 15, 1930, having 
been spelled by other boats only for 
seasonal inspections and overhaul-~and, 
during the winters of 1917 and 1918,by 
WASHINGION a FLYER,bought by the Puget 
Sound Navigation Co. in 1911. 

After the "SeaTac" windup,she was 
used as an excursion boat on the Sound 
and Straits until 1933, when she was 
altered to carry 30 automobiles on the 
Edmonds=-Port Townsend run. There, her 
speed, especially high fora ferry, 
made her a popular vessel among tour- 
ists to the Olympic Peninsula. 

In 1938, the company was busily 
acquiring diesel-electric ferries from 
San Francisco's Southern Pacific and 
Key System routes, put out of work by 
completion of the Bay and Golden Gate 
Bridges. This timely opportunity for 
Black Ball was a death knell for many 
of its old steamers and steamer~ferry 
conversions. Among the victims was the 
dear old "INDIAN. 

Laid up early in 1938, she was 
sold for scrap that October to the Se~- 
attle Iron & Metals Corporation, which 
soon had INDIANAPOLIS andher phenomen- 
al running-mate TACOMA racked up in 
heaps of salvage which bore no hint of 
their illustrious sources. From 1913 
to 1930,each had travelled well over a 
million miles. Although INDIANAPOLIS! 
total mileage over her whole career is 
not easily determined,it can be rough- 
ly computed that she ran at least 
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INDIANAPOLIS about 1922 
--Joe Williamson Photo 


2,000,000 miles, 1,400,000 of them on 
the Seattle-Tacoma route. 

Second of the pretty trio to reach 
the Sound was IROQUOIS, also brought 
out by Capt. John Johnson, with W. H. 
Jones as chief engineer.Heavily braced 
and battened, she made her way from 
Chicago to New York via the St. Law- 
rence and thence to Seattle around the 
Horn, arriving March 30, 1907, after a 
64-day voyage from the Hudson. Because 
of a South American coal shortage, she 
lost seventeen days en route. 

IROQUOIS entered the Seattle-Bel- 
lingham-Vancouver run June 19, 1907, 
and was the first steamer to make the 
round trip in one day. That fall her 
operators, the Inland Navigation Co., 
a Black Ball subsidiary, fell into a 
rate war with Cook & Co., who had RA= 
MONA and WAIALEALE on the same route. 
This little tiff ended abruptly when 
the P. S. N. Co. bought out Cook & Co. 

After two years, she was trans- 
ferred to the Seattle-Victoria night 
rune On Sundays, she often made all- 
day excursions to the Straits of Juan 
de Fuca, so that the passengers could 
"feel the swells." She also served as 
substitute vessel on the Canadian Pa- 
cific triangle ("Sea-Vic-Van") run, 


' when the "PRINCESS" boats were off one 


day each week for inspection. 
; During the first world war, IRO- 
QUOIS and CHIPPEWA were used as train- 
ing ships for the Sea Training Bureau 
of the United States Shipping Board. 
Afterward,they were idle for a consid- 
erable readjustment period. IROQUOIS 
was then sold to a Great Lakes firm, 
and returned to fresh water to ply the 
Chicago-South Haven route. She stayed 
on the Lakes until the fall of 1927. 
Repurchased in August, 1927, by 
Alex. Peabody of the P.S.N.Co., she a- 
gain came west, this time through the 
Panama Canal, taking just 44 days from 
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Manitowoc ,Wisconsin,to Seattle. Capt. 
H. Anderson brought her out this time, 
with W. A. Tiedeman as chief engineer. 
In the spring of 1928, she was 
sent to the Lake Washington Shipyards, 
Houghton, Washington, to be completely 
rebuilt as aseagoing automobile ferry, 
one of the first of the type in the 
world. Converted to designs and speci- 
fications of W.C.Nickum & Sons, Seat- 
tle naval architects, she was widened, 
givena raised main deck to accommodate 
cars and trucks, fitted with rolling 
bow doors which, when closed, closely 
resembled a normal ship's bow, and e- 
quipped with completely new accommoda- 
tions and fittings throughout. As re- 
constructed, she could handle 80 to 90 
cars and 500 passengers, 140 of them 
sleeping. Her new public rooms were 
considered luxurious, not to mention 
her special suites with baths. In all 
these items, in her fireproofing, and 
in her safety equipment generally, she 
set precedents for Puget Sound vessels 
which are now recognized as standard. 
If her appearance suffered, the end 
surely justified the means,as many who 
have served in her will testify. No 
better proof is needed than her record. 
She replaced the faithful old SOL 
DUC on the Seattle-Port Townsend-Vic- 
toria night run in September,1928. Ex- 
cept for brief periods asrelief vessel 
on other runs, she remained in that 
service, despite loss of her mail con- 
tract in 1938, costly strikes in 1955, 
1937, and 1939, and competition from 
Canadian Pacific on the Port Angeles- 
Victoria run. When the latter's ships 
were withdrawn in September,1941, IRO- 
QUOIS resumed that run in lieu of the 
Seattle~Townsend route she had served 
since the last strike. In June, 1942, 
she reverted to the Seattle-Townsend- 
Angeles~-Victoria route, daytime, re- 
turning to the night run in the fall. 
So it went until June 28, 1947, 
when IROQUOIS was replaced by the new 
streamlined diesel-electric passenger- 
auto=-truck ferry CHINOOK, just com- 
pleted at Todd-Pacific Shipyards,Seat- 
tle, expressly for the night run,Seat- 
tle-Port Angeles-Victoria. Since then 
the old steamer has been standby boat 
and "swamper" (filler-in during rush 
summer holidays) on the Port Angeles- 
Victoria leg, being of great help to 
CHINOOK at these times,and taking over 
the full schedule when the new boat is 
in drydock, just as she has done for 
13 years before the first war and for 
19 since coming from the Lakes a second 
time. This summer she stands ready to 
do it again,for her 35th year of Puget 
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Sound-British Columbia service. 

So, here's a salute to you, old 
stalwart, and hold your pride well. 
Though you get the leftovers in 195i, 
Black Ball still seems to. find: -you 
handy at staying on the right side of 
the ledger. And what other ship can 
boast 13 years as a crack Laker,and 35 
asasmart Puget Sounder,not to mention |} 
two years' service for Uncle Sam, to 
round out a half-century of service to 
mankind? No need to add anything but 
Well Done, IROQUOIS, and may you ride 
the green swells of Juan de Fuca for 
many more fruitful years! 

Last of the pretty trio to arrive 
on Puget Sound was the trim, 2-stacked 
CHIPPEWA, which came to the Pacific 
Coast in the spring of 1907,making the 
17,000-mile trip around the Horn in 54 
days' actual running time. Captain Mc- 
Clure acknowledged whistle blasts of 
many vessels in Elliott Bay, as his 
palatial new command knifed into the 
harbor and came to slow bell. 

After preparation for service,in- 
cluding installation of an upper-deck 
observation cabin aft, she became the 
fair-haired daughter of the Black Ball 
fleet by reeling off 184 knots on tri- 
als. She was placed in service by the 
International Steamship Co.,Black Ball 
subsidiary, on the Seattle-Port Town- 
send-Victoria run, under Capt. H. Car- 
ter and Chief Engineer P. Peel. 

CHIPPEWA was a success from the 
first, her only fault being that she 
was apparently too much of a success, 
in that she precipitated a rate war 
with Canadian Pacific and so had to be 
transferred for a time to the Seattle- 
Bellingham-Vancouver run, being re- 
placed by the less costly ROSALIE. A 
report of April 15,1908, however, shows 
her back on the Victoria run, opposing 
first PRINCESS BEATRICE, then PRINCESS 
VICTORIA, and still later PRINCESS 
CHARLOTTE. The going rate was fifty 
cents one way, a dollar round trip! 

In May, 1908, when the Navy's 
Great White Fleet was in Seattle on 
its voyage around the world, CHIPPEWA 
and PRINCESS VICTORIA each made two 
round trips a day,the "CHIP" averaging 
over 900 passengers per round trip, or 
7500 total for four days. 

Another rate war in September, 
1908, pushed Seattle-Victoria fares to 
the murderous level of 25 cents one 
way,o0 round trip. This time, CHIPPEWA 
was transferred to the SeaTac run, 
from January to April, 1909; but no 
sooner had she returned to the Victoria 
route than things were as bad as ever. 
Her owners, apparently realizing the 
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CHIPPEWA about 1902 
Graham Marine Photo (from a broken glass 


impossibility of the situation, and 
noting that the Seattle-Townsend-Ana- 
cortes-Bellingham routehad avery prom- 
ising tourist potential, transferred 
the "CHIP" to that run, after stating, 
May 15,1909,that this service was "for 
good will, and not expected to show a 
profit this summer." The Kitsap County 
Transportation Co. seems to have dis- 
agreed with this view, for it entered 
KITSAP on the same run that summer(the 
Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition was in 
full swing at Seattle), and a bitter 
rivalry ensued. There were racing and 
nasty charges of crowding in narrow, 
treacherous Deception Pass,the charges 


being sworn to by passengers on both 
vessels. A report of May 11, 1910, 
shows that KITSAP's owners had a- 


greed to withdraw from the run. 

On May 11,1911, CHIPPEWA began al- 
ternating with INDIANAPOLIS on the Sea- 
Tac run, after a $25,000 remodelling 
job which changed her fromanight to a 
1500-passenger day steamer. The rate 
was 35 cents for the 244 miles, 50 
round trip--a much fairer figure than 
that just noted for the 90-odd-mile 
run from Seattle to Victoria. CHIPPEWA 
appears to have stayed on the 
SeaTac run until June, 1913, 
when the record-breaker TACOMA 
came out, after which she ran 
days, with increasing success, 
on the Seattle-Everett-Belling- 
ham=Vancouver route. 

In March, 1915, her wooden 


deckhouse was replaced by a 
steel one, 58 staterooms being 
fitted, to go on the Seattle- 
Port Townsend-Port Angeles 


night run, her record as a day 
boat having been a bit spotty. 
There followed two years 
of fairly smooth sailing before 
the outbreak of the first war 
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CHIPPEWA as a steam ferry in 1926 
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and CHIPPEWA's requisitioning 
by the Sea Training Bureau,June 
22,1918. About two years later, 
she was back idle at Seattle. 
On May 1,1926, her conver- 
sion to an auto ferry was com- 
pleted at the Lake Washington 
Shipyards. This involved an en- 
tire reconstruction of her hull 
(sponsoning, cutting down, and 
redecking) and erection of anew 
superstructure, to the end that 
she could carry 90 cars and 2000 
passengers. She came out the 
world's most modern auto ferry. 
At once she was ahuge suc- 
cess on the Seattle-Bremerton 
(Navy Yard) run, reportedly op- 
plate) erating at 18} knots. Though 
the figure is dubious, she did cut the 
running time to one hour, and once ran 
the 14 nautical miles in 55 minutes, 
then a record. Her master was then W. 
H.Mangan; her chief engineer, Alvin G. 
Grandy. When she came out,the veteran 
CITY OF BREMERTON became standby and 
"swamper." CHIPPEWA's running-mate was 
SEATTLE a H. B. KENNEDY, which had pre- 
ceded her on this run as anauto ferry. 
By 1932 ,however, CHIPPEWA's speed 
had dropped to 13 knots, totally inad- 
equate for this important service. As 
her fairly new cabins and reconstruct- 
ed hull were much too good for scrap- 
ping, she was taken off the run for 
several months and given her second 
major conversion. This time her 1500- 
hp. reciprocating steam engine(changed 
from coal to oil-burning in 1908) was 
removed and replaced by a Busch-Sulzer 
2200-hp., 2=-cycle, 8-cylinder, direct- 
reversible diesel. A 50% increase in 
power was thus obtained, her speed was 
increased to 16 3/4 knots, a 34 to 10- 
barrel hourly fuel reduction was ef- 
fected, and the engine crew was re- 
duced by five. ; 
If there had ever been any doubt 
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about her success, there certainly was 
none in the years that followed her re- 
turn to the Navy Yard route, April 21, 
1932. As of June 5,1935, she had been 
off the run only one full day in three 
years, and had completed the amazing 
total of 6700 round trips--200,000 
profitable miles.She stayed constantly 
on the route through the years 1932- 
1943 before having a major overhaul.In 
a 1957 rate hearing before the State 
Department of Public Service, the com- 
pany valued CHIPPEWA at $732,000; the 
State, at $678,538. Allowing for the 
relatively slight divergence, she was 
still worth over 85% of her first cost. 

By April, 1940, she had racked up 
over 862,000 miles, and over 55,000 
hours' running time, since conversion 
to diesel. In January, 1941, she and 
her streamlined diesel running-mate 
KALAKALA a PERALTA were still consid- 
ered "the speediest pair of their type 
on either the Atlantic or Pacific 
| Coast,and members of the world's fast- 
est ferry fleet." 

On August 21, 1943, CHIPPEWA was 
finally withdrawn for a complete over- 
haul and general reconditioning, well- 
deserved and much-needed in view of 
the arduous and urgent tasks in which 
she was then engaged. It is doubtful 
whether any inland waters fleet did 
more to help win the war’ than that of 
Black Ball--especially the craft on the 
Bremerton run, vital as it was to the 
fast,safe transport of workers, autos, 
and auto-freight to and from the Navy's 
bastion of the Northwest. The Yard's 
magnificent role is now well known, It 


is time the hard-working little ships 
which "got ‘em there and brought ‘tem 
back" were better known. At no time 


during the war were there fewer than 
five boats on this run, and peaks were 
reached when(as in the summer of 1945) 
six boats--CHIPPEWA, KALAKALA, ENETAI, 
WILLAPA, CITY OF SACRAMENTO, and MALA- 


Editor's Note: This is the first of two articles on the Trio. In the sequel,Mr. 
Sandry will recount some of their "remarkable,indeed hair-raising experiences. 


Three recent requests by 
members that we run "adver~ 


CQD 


ange tisements" for them, and 
Exch g submit our bill, prompt a 
restatement of the function of this 


column. Since 1940, Steamboat Bill has 
existed, in part, to afford its sub- 
scribers a medium through which they 
could ask and answer questions,and ex=- 
change pictures and collector's items, 
whether for other materials or for cash. 
This service is still available. There 
is no charge, beyond dues. The only 
limitations are those of space(a half- 
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HAT--were making a total of 38 round 
trips per day! 
As Navy Yard activities 


duced in 1946, 


were re- 
CITY OF SACRAMENTO and 


MALAHAT were relegated to "Standby 
Row," but CHIPPEWA held on. By 1947, 
however, the steady increase in the 


number of auto-freight semi-trailers 
carried was imposing new high-clear- 
ance demands on the "Yard" run. Here, 
CHIPPEWA was at a disadvantage which 
her good points could not outweigh. 

She was transferred to the Ana- 
cortes-San Juan Islands-Sydney, Be. C., 
run for the summer of 1947,alternating 
with the diesel VASHON at two round 
trips a day. That fall and winter, she 
ran Seattle-Manchester, returning in 
summer to the Sydney run.Periodically, 
she has returned to the Bremerton run, 
as relief vessel or "swamper," and she 
spent all the winter of 1948-49 there. 
For the summer of 1949, she was on the 
Seattle-Winslow (Bainbridge Island) 
route,where she has been most success- 
ful, giving the fastest service ever 
available to the Island's residents. 

She returned to the Winslow run 
in the spring and summer of 1950, but 
was always available fora rush call on 
the Navy Yard run,especially on summer 
weekends, when tourists by droves go 
through this"Gateway to Hood Canal and 
the Olympic Peninsula." Once again, 
last fall, she went back to the Island 
run, and has been there since. 

The report was that Black Ball 
was thinking of retiring her this year; 
but, now that the State has bought the 
system(SB,viii:14),every word and deed 
indicates that she figures strongly in 
its plans. In fact, if present rumors 
are worth a thing and the State's pro- 
gram of reconditioning is carried out, 
CHIPPEWA may be in line for a face- 
lifting next year,and new chapters may 


| be written in the career of this gal- 


lant lady. 


tt 


column per issue is all we can usually 
give to accumulated communications )and 
equity (we reserve the right to limit 
any member's use of the service, if it 
threatens to crowd out other members). 
Of course, the free service cannot ex- 
tend to regular business advertising. 
Wanted:Picture of MARY PATTEN and 
LITTLE SILVER at Pleasure Bay, N. Jd., 
dock=-also being salvaged. For Sale: 
Three photos of CITY OF NEW YORK a- 
ground at Keyport--15¢ each. Paul G. 
Cavicchia,279 Parker St.,Newark 4,N.J. 
(Continued on page 43) 
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STEAMBOAT RIVER - II 


By Frederick Way, Jr. 


Edward H. Scheibler, the 6-foot 54-inch young giant who goes to Yale in 
winter and towboats on the Monongahela in summer,took this delightful rainy-day 
photograph while standing in the pilot house of the towboat B.F.JONES,JR., at 
the Rutherglen Street landing of the Jones & Laughlin Steel Corporation. All it 
lacks is a sound track. Easy to imagine, though, are the hiss of raindrops on 
the hot smokestacks, the roar of the distant steel mill, the splash of wheel- 
wash from the maneuvering SAILOR, and the random voices of rivermen strangely 
loud over still water. 


THE GREAT RUM AND BANANA DERBY 


By Edward F. Hamilton 


The second world war stripped the United States of all worthwhile vessels 
plying coastwise and Caribbean island routes. Freight rates soared to astronom- 
ical heights. In 1942 and early 1943, one could get a dollar a stem to bring 
bananas from Haiti to Miami, Port Everglades, or West Palm Beach. Since empty 
containers were taboo on the few large vessels remaining in service,freight was 
four dollars each on empty perfume or Listerine drums,carried on deck complete- 
ly at owner's risk. The vehicle for perfume and Listerine is a by-product of 
Puerto Rico rum. Marine Inspection would seldom permit foreign flag vessels to 
enter the Puerto Rico-Florida service, thus giving United States craft a needed 
preak. With the exception of those boats which intended to return to service 
on United States inland waters, the majority were Panamanian or Honduran. 

Almost anything that could float entered the Rum and Banana Derby. They 
came from the Great Lakes, the St. Lawrence, New England, and Chesapeake Bay-- 
ad infinitum. The services had acquired almost all the yachts big enough for 
profitable operation, leaving only a few,such as SYLPH,former yacht of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, built 1898, and Capt. Bob Busby's well known charter yacht 
EDNA B.,which gave up the ghost in weather for which her designers and builders 
never intended her. Another was HARMONY,houseboat used for years in the inter- 
est of Todd Dry Docks for relaxation of Very Important People. She opened up 
and sank between Cay Lobos and Maternillos in 1945. No great wonder. She was 
built in 1919 of wood and, like most of her type, depended for her strength on 
thwartships bulkheads. Many of these were removed to increase her carrying ca- 
pacity. There was also Capt. Cleve Jones! pride and joy MARIPOSA. Very wisely 
he did not care to take her on runs to Central America. She got into foul water 
around Yucatan, and left one engine on one rock and the other on another rock. 
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from the Lakes came, for one, the 
lightship RELIEF. I believe she was 
the crewless lightship on the St.Clair 
River station, for several years. Her 
lights and fog signal were remotely 
controlled from a lighthouse about 15 
miles away.It would appear impossible, 
but she turned turtle off the Cuban 
coast soon after she entered the race. 
ARROW 107155,originally a sidewheeler, 
appeared as a barge on the Inland Wa- 
terway in 1940. Jacksonville interests 
installed twin-screw diesels about 
1943 and put her under the Honduran 
flag with an American crew. When the 
banana business slacked off,Southeast- 
ern Terminals acquired her and put on 
a foreign crew. She looked mech better 
as a diesel freighter than as a Lake 
sidewheel passenger craft. Understand 
she was lost late in 1948. 

From the Provinces came scores, 
such as ARGYLE, a-neat-looking little 
craft which stranded for a total loss 
August 1, 1947, and CHEDABUCTO, re- 
putedly classed unseaworthy in early 
1946. Sweeney sent several of his aux- 
iliary schooners into the race for va- 
rying periods. MAYGLEN and OTTAWA MAY- 
CREST were two postwar starters, both 
new and converted Canadian corvettes. 
They carried capacity loads of general 
cargo from Jacksonville to Puerto Bar- 
rios, Guatemala, much of it machinery 
and trucks--bananas on return voyages. 

The Lovett-Piggly Wiggly Chain 
Groceries had a "three-hoss entry": 
TRUXTON (14), WHIPPLE (15), and WORDEN 
(16)--all 248', 433-ton U. S. destroy- 
ers built at Sparrows Point about 1902. 
They had been converted to twin-screw 
diesels under either the Honduran or 
the Nicaraguan flag. To the best of my 
knowledge,they are still hauling bana- 
nas. TRUXTON dropped many hull rivets 
under one of her engines in late 1945, 
in the vicinity of Cabo San Antonio. A 
Cuban gunboat took her into Ha- 
vana and beached her before she 
took a dive. 

Victor Lynn,under the name 
of Miami Lines, Salisbury,Mary- 
land, entered the 62-year-old 
VICTOR LYNN. I first saw her as 
the lighthouse tender JESSAMINE 
at Norfolk in 1916. A sidewheel 
iron hull built 1881 at Balti- 
more, she was sold and became a 
barge, QUEENSTOWN, about 1920. 
Victor Lynn Lines built a wooden 
hull outside her original iron 
and put in diesels about 1923. 
May 235, 1944, I resigned 
captaincy of U. S. Army 
Having never been to the 


from 
T=-62. 
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Caribbean islands, I hit Captain Henry 
Hill,skipper of VICTOR LYNN, for an AB 
berth. "Nothing doing,"says he;"you'11 
have to go as chief mate.I'm dockbound 
because I can't get anyone with any 
kind of a license." He got a waiver; 
so I could sail onmy mate's 350-ton 
(yachts only) ticket. 

I understand that, on her first 
trip, she made Miami-Cap Haitien and 
return, and brought back 14,000 stems 
of bananas--freight $1 a stem. Banana 
dealers were going to extremes to hold 
their customer outlets. One was Levine 
of Philadelphia, to whom she was char- 
tered. The price was regulated by 
Washington, and they had to pay heavy 
refrigerator car rates from Miami to. 
northern cities, or return truck to 
spots as far off as Wisconsin. 

In rough weather, one could go 
down into the engine room and see salt 
water squirt in through her seams as 
if from an atomizer. She had the first 
pair of direct-reversible diesels ever 
built(1922) by Standard of New Jersey. 
They could not take the 68 to 90-hour 
contimious operation, and caused so 
much lost time and repair cost that, 
since the dollar-a-stem rate had fal- 
len to about 50 cents,she was returned 
to her Baltimore-Salisbury run in Sep- 
tember, 1944. 

W. E. Valliant entered W-E a SAM- 
UEL H.-ASHBRIDGE. She was,prior to the 
advent of JOHN WANAMAKER,the Philadel- 
phia counterpart of New York's MACOM. 
At that time, many marine men were en- 
tertained on her. I hope no readers 
were detained on her in her official 
capacity of police boat. Two cells, 


now used as clothing lockers,bear mute 
testimony to that type of unpopular 
municipal entertainment. 

Valliant bought her about 1939, 
first cut her down to a barge,then put 
in a 


single 200-hp. Atlas Imperial--a 
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VICTOR LYNN 


remarkably reliable and efficient ma- 
chine, considering the long runs and 
minimum care it received. 

The late Henry Hill, then her 
skipper,asked me to go on her as chief 
mate in early December,1944. Old-tim- 
ers may remember Henry as chief mate 
of ARCADIA during virtually ail her 
career as a yacht. He fell overboard 
and drowned at Puerto Barrios in 1948. 

W-E then had a nice run from West 
Palm Beach to Ponce and San Juan, Puer- 
to Rico. General cargo outbound con- 
sisted of everything froma wrist watch 
to a 22-ton road roller--every chink 
stuffed with cartons of empty rum bot- 
tles, both in the hold and on deck as 
high as her cargo booms.Minimum charge 
(even for a wrist watch) was five dol- 
lars--small packages were a nuisance. 
Returning, she usually carried 12,000 
to 14,000 cases of rum--in the hold. 

For you dog lovers--on one voyage 
a little black dog, Foxie, was in the 
crated cargo. She was so cute that I 
established her inmy room instead. 
Naturally,this 27l-ton veteran did not 
ride as smoothly as a streamlined die- 
sel train. 
suddenly struck Foxie, and she vomited 
in my room. She watched me with sad 
eyes as I wiped up the scum with an 
old rag. The same thing occurred a few 
days later,and she wiped it up with an 
old table cloth serving as her bed! 

In many ways W-E was a lucky. A- 
bout August 3, 1945, she unloaded all 
but 22 tons of her cargo at Ponce-- 
weather then marvelous. She had no 
provision for carrying ballast. En 
route to San Juan in this light condi- 
tion, she struck the fringe of an un- 
expected hurricane, and shortly had 
five feet of water in her hold.Cartons 
disintegrated, setting perhaps 150,000 
new miniature rum bottles adrift.These 
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One afternoon mal-de-mer | rocker arm and went into Baracoa,Cuba, 


burned up internally--and then trouble 


his body thrown into the sea--never to 
be recovered. 
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clogged the only bilge pump 
suction. (Moral:Even though 
the hold decking is wood,use 
steel floor plate over bilge 
suction openings.W-E's wood- 
en ones floated off, allowing 
the debris to do its dirty 
work. ) Parts of the hold 
smelled like Milady's bou- 
doir,as Elizabeth Arden prod- 
ucts scented the atmosphere. 
She had no key radio,and did 
not get a radiophone until 
the next year, despite the 
fact that one could be rented 
for a dollar a day. Hauling 
out on San Juan Naval Float- 
ing Drydock,I suggested that 
a hole be burned through her 
iron hull to drain off the water. As 
the dock rose,it sounded like a minia- 
ture Niagara, and the Superintendent 
remarked, "You don't need any hole.” 
She had pulled the heads off her riv- 
ets for 56 feet along the keel. 
Another time,orders to finishdis- 
charging at another pier held her in 
San Juan two additional hours--just 


long enough to receive warning of a 
hurricane brewing off Martinique. Had 
we departed as scheduled, W-E would 


have been caught off Great Inagua Is- 
land, and I would never have written 
this. That was the hurricane that tore 
up Homestead, Florida. 

The gradual return of direct 
service from New York to San Juan fin- 
ished W-E's charter to West Indies 
Fruit & Steamship out of West Palm 
Beach,and reduced her to the status of 
a banana boat.She made a few more runs 
to San Juan, however--largely to clean 
up 140,000 cases of new rum bottles 
Southeastern Terminals had on hand for 
eventual shipment. She picked up ba- 
nanas in Haiti or Cuba, returning. 

On one of these trips,she broke a 
July 26, 1946. The radiophone died-- 
compounded. The night of July 30-31, 
the chief engineer was murdered and 


It was the first murder 
in Baracoa in about sixteen years, and 
they had to send across’ to Santiago 
for detectives and the Cuban equival-. 
ent of our FBI. Two local men got 
thirty years and another twenty years. 

Baracoa is a small harbor, remin- 
iscent of Lake Anthony, Massachusetts. 
Four minutes after you cat your anchor 
you are on the open sea. You drop an 
anchor and run a stern line to one of 
several moorings. The night after we 
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arrived, another banana boat loaded on 
our starboard quarter, anchored _ so 
close that it was necessary to fend 
off all night--most of her crew too 
drunk to help. I was delighted to be 
relieved at midnight.Less than an hour 
later I was aroused by the cry,"We are 
adrift!" ARGYLE,on departing, had not 
catted her anchor, and had fouled our 
chain, which, fortunately, parted as 
the two boats were about to crash in 
the outside swell. ARGYLE stranded, a 
total loss, about fifteen miles toward 
Moa Grande Light. 

At the end of hostilities, every- 
body and his brother bought craft from 
the services to enter in the sweep- 
stakes. But as many were disappointed 
as are saddened (in proportion) at Hi- 
aleah on any racing afternoon. They 
knocked freights downto $20--later $15 
--a ton,and killed W-E's bananacharter. 

Her last Florida voyage was a 
"wildcat." She was sent to Bennai, 
Haiti, for 7000 stems. This place is 
the worst spot at which she ever load- 
ed--only a small indentation in the 
coastline. You drop anchor in seven 
fathoms and pay out chain until you 
sound three fathoms under your stern-- 
exposed to all offshore winds. We had 
to wait six days before a single stem 
came aboard,and then got only 921. It 
is far from pleasant to hear surf 
breaking almost under your stern. Sim- 
ilar but slightly less severe condi- 
tions obtain at many other banana- 
loading points, such as Jacmel, Tibur- 
on, and Jeremie. One or more withered 
wrecks at each place are grim remind- 
ers of what could happen to yourself. 

Fortunately, W-E had a guarantee 
of 125 tons at $20 per ton. This was 
paid without argument on arrival. But 
ultimately the importers got together 
-and agreed to eliminate guarantees. 
W-E's owners could now see nothing but 
red ink,and returned her to Cambridge, 
Maryland, on July 14, 1947. 

Reportedly, over one hundred of 
|the assorted craft running in this 
Derby were lost by foundering, strand- 
ing, fire, etc.--none by enemy action. 
Undoubtedly, some were "sold" to the 
underwriters,and morewere lost through 
drunken,careless,or incompetent crews. 
Loss of life was fortunately small: in 
the neighborhood of ten. 

Bedlam raised to the nth power 
was the order of a number of voyages. 
We took on about thirty loaders,check- 
ers, etc., at Baracoa. Of necessity, 
they brought their own food and cooks. 
Heat for cooking was supplied by open 
fire-pots, which they set up on deck, 
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where best protected from the wind. 
We next went to Mata, about an 


| hour's run--an extinct volcanic crater 


about the size of (and with a natural 
entrance akin to) Lake Anthony. After 
taking about 2000 stems by lighter, we 
ran about forty-five minutes more and 
anchored off the mouth of the Yumuri 
River--too shoal for any craft but ba- 
nana lighters,and it took considerable 
beef to get those little things over 
the bar. I would like to explore that 
narrow stream, lying in a deep gorge 
between mountains. Next a four-and-a- 
half-hour run around Cape Maysi to Jo- 
jo, to anchor off the beach and take 
perhaps 5000 stems. Here flashes of 
gunfire and bombs from U.S. naval ves- 
sels off Guantanamo often produced a 
Fourth of July night effect. Finally, 
back to Baracoa to top off. 

Passengers nonchalantly came a- 
board to travel between these points-- 
everything from infants to old people. 
No fares were ever paid--it being an 
immemorial custom. No one could blame 
them--no roads. Intervening mountain 
ridges render the cost of road-build- 
ing prohibitive. A crew member walking 
decks in the dark in line of duty often 
stepped on something soft, and was 
greeted by a burst which he did not 
understand but which was, without pos- 
sibility of a doubt, profanity. 

BLUENOSE was a real thoroughbred 
in this Derby. It was a sad day when, 
at Aux Cays,Haiti, the officers of W-E 
were asked to bring BLUENOSE's compass, 
parometer,sextant,and chronometer back 
to Miami. About a month before,she had 
taken a part-load of bananas at Jacmel 
and was to top off at Aux Cays. To the 
grief of all who knew this noble steed 
she stranded on Vache Island. For many 
years,all lights on the south and west 
coasts of Haiti were extinguished-- 
possibly excepting those around Port au 
Vache Is- 
land Light was relighted soon after the 
loss of BLUENOSE,but has been reported 
extinguished several times since. 

Whether her loss was the local 
pilot's fault,or whether she had a pi- 
lot, I do not know. On our voyage a 
month later, an alleged pilot (the Aux 
Cays agent) came aboard W-E at Jacmel. 
If Courtney J.McDonald, her Gloucester 
skipper, had followed this "pilot's" 
ideas instead of his own excellent 
judgment, W-E might be on another reef 
opposite the one that caught BLUENOSE. 
Moral: Place very little confidence in 
these alleged local pilots. At some 
places, notably Aux Cays, the pilot 
comes aboard anywhere from four min- 
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utes before anchoring time to an hour 
after. Perhaps this is fortunate. But, 
in entering Aux Cays from either di- 
rection, a truly competent pilot would 
be a decided asset for from one to two 
hours before anchoring. 

Several other starters failed to 
make the first quarter pole. One was 
DAWN 219272. Below Man Island Light, 
on her first voyage, her lubricating 
oil ran low, and it was decided to put 
back to Nassau for replenishment. She 
reportedly caught on some of the mil- 
lions of rocks around Bridge Point, 
Eleuthera Island.PHILIP P.MANTA 150960 
strandednear Paradise Point,Eleuthera, 
about 1943. I have heard that there 
was considerable fishing going on at 
the moment. Then there was the mys- 
tery ship CHRISTINE, a wooden single- 
screw coal-burner about 160' long. She 
came into Miami under the Honduran flag 
in 1943, but got no farther. She was 
used seemingly as a home up the Miami 
River above Shaw's Dock as late as Feb- 
ruary, 1948. No one seemed to know 
anything about her. She was a horse 


at Jacksonville in January, 1948. 
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that got stuck in the gate. 

Postwar entries,now under foreign 
flags, included such well known yachts 
as LUZLITE a VAGABONDIA,BIDOU,CRYSTAL, 
and VIATOR. SANTA MARIA and SANTA ROSA 
were among many ships unloading bananas 
The 
latter made the front pages when a 
small plane crashed in the St. John's 
and its occupant,too far gone to grasp 
a heaving line, was lassoed by her 
mate, a Mr. Yates--most likely from 
Grand Cayman, where many good seafar- 
ers were born. I have heard that one-- 
I would say SANTA MARIA--was original- 
ly the Engineers! self-propelled suc- 
tion dredge CAPE FEAR. She had two 
stacks athwartships, and certainly re- 
sembled that 13l-footer built in Phil- 
adelphia in 1895. One of the two,prob- 
ably SANTA MARIA, subsequently foun- 
dered in the Pacific en route to Guam, 
taking four men down with her. 

By that time, the parimutual win- 
dows had closed, and most of the crowd 
had gone home. The Great Rum and Ba- 
nana Derby was over. 


THE MARINE COLLECTION OF THE MARIN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


By Robert W. Parkinson 


With the abandonment of the 
ferry and suburban service of 
the Northwestern Pacific Rail- 
road in 1940,the general offices 
of the company were moved from 
Sausalito to San Rafael,Califor- 
nia. In the Sausalito offices 
had hungfor years twopaintings, 
of the sister ships SAN RAFAEL 
and SAUCELITO,which had run for 
the predecessor company, the 
North Pacific Coast Railroad. 
Attention was directed to these 
paintings by Mariners’ Museum 
Publication 18, James and John 
Bard: Painters of Steamboat Portraits, 
by Harold S.Sniffenand Alexander Cros- 
by Brown. Question marks and "Unknown" 
in Mr.Brown's "Check List of the Works 
of the Bard Brothers" posed a challenge 
that had tobe accepted on these waters, 
and led toa search for these paintings. 

It was found that the SAUCELITO 
painting came into the possession of 
the Marin County Historical Society, 
while that of SAN RAFAEL hangs in the 
office of the Vice President and Gen- 
eral Manager of the railroad at San 
Rafael. After years in storage, the 
collection of the historical society 
has in recent months been given a mus- 
eum room in the restoration of the 
Spanish Mission San Rafael (1817). 

The painting of SAUCELITO was 


SAUCELITO 
--Bard painting copied by George Harlan, Jr. 


| found in a dusty, obscure corner with 


other material not yetmounted for dis- 
play. Perhaps some good woman whose 
knowledge of art was greater than her 
interest in county steamboat history 
objected to displaying "that ugly old 
thing." With the cooperation of Miss 
Florence Donnelly and Mr. Eduard Mundt 
of the Marin County Historical Society 
and Dr.Thomas Snead of SSHSA, the SAU- 
CELITO has been remounted, hung in a 
place of honor,and surrounded by memer 
tos of earlier county steamboating. 
The afternoon sun of "Marvelous 
Marin" again shines through a clere- 
story window from the ferry TAMALPAIS, 
on loan from the San Francisco Bay col- 
lection of SSHSA. This item was given 
(Continued on page 46) 
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Inland Rivers 


the proof was 
JOHN C. IRWIN. 
miles up the still wintry Allegheny, 


Far to the south, another ma- 
jor river fallen on evil days, the] 
Alabama, was startled in mid-April § 
when the oceangoing tug R.THOS.Mc— a 
DERMOTT plowed,in the line of duty, Be 
all the way to Montgomery, Alabama, 
reportedly the first of her type to 
ascend so far in 350 years. 

Most sternwheel steamer news is ® 
in an obituary vein.On February 11, *® 
the former packet BETSY ANN, immor- , 
talized by Captain Way, was sunk 
by ice in the Meramec River, Mis- 
souri, where she 
as the floating clubhouse 
Meramec River Power Boat Club. Sub- 
merged and further damaged by subse- 
quent high water, she is believed gone 
beyond recall. TOM GREENE, nemesake of 
the late Captain Tom, has returned to 
her old job of transporting autos be- 
tween Cincinnati and Louisville,but as 
the engineless two-deck barge CBL133. 
The former Engineer steamers CHISCA and 
GREENBRIER were towed from New Orleans 
to Port Arthur,Tex.,February 7-15, for 
scrapping; though their hulls may sur- 
vive as wharfboats. The hull of the 
sternwheel towboat YOCONA has been cut 
in two at Vicksburg,for conversion in- 
to two derrick boats,and Fred Way says 
that DONORA, out of service at Pitts- 
eee, probably faces a like fate. 

But there is good sternwheeler 
news,too. The best is that both boats 
of the Greene Line are to run again in 
1951. As previously reported, DELTA 
QUEEN will be making trips to Sheffield 
in June and to Kentucky Lake all sum- 
merj;and it has now been announced that 
GORDON C. GREENE will again ply out of 
St. Louis, under command of Capt. How- 
ard M. Carr, her popular mate for many 
|) years,and managed by SSHSA's Roy Bark- 
|} hau. AVALON a IDLEWILD is tramping the 
|}Ohio. The Engineers! big MISSISSIPPI 
|has ended another inspection trip. In 
Pittsburgh's third annual steam towboat 
race June 2, Carnegie-Illinois' stern- 
wheel HOMESTEAD broke her 2-year win- 
ning streak by running adead heat with 
Jones & Laughlin's WM. LARIMER JONES. 
Newest additions to the 1951 bump- 
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Early in March it was dramatically proved that the Allegheny River, though 
sadly neglected by navigation,is still navigable. 
made by a diesel towboat, 

Piloted by 2l-year-old Captain Frank Crain, she took a scow 134 
from its mouth at Pittsburgh to Oil City, 
Pa., which--thanks to a low railroad bridge--is its present head of navigation. 
Commercial navigation to this point virtually died with the 19th century, 
Bee Bhs 98' length has been exceeded in the 20th only by the 118' of the Engin- 
eers'sternwheeler KITTANNING,which made an inspection trip to 011 City in 1928. 


CLIPPER carried a SSHSA representative, in the acai iia. 


Be cesr serving (CLIPPER Cpeoent vat MEMeneen, Pannevirer ta 
of the Courtesy Oil City Derrick;Waterways Journal 


Bab bh og 


As befits the Age of Diesel, 
sternwheel CLIPPER a 


Crain Brothers! 


and 


er crop of diesel towboats include ART 
J. DYER, owned by Ingram Products Co., 


1800 hp.;. CARL D., Vest Towing, 900; 
CLAUDE TULLY, Patton-Tully, 3200 ; 
DELTA CITIES, Lake Tankers, 3200 ; 
FORT JACKSON, John I. UHay, 3200 $ 


HOUSTON, Coyle, 1000; JAMES D.FRANCIS, 
Island Creek, 1066; LA CROSSE SOCONY, 
Socony-Vacuum, 3200; LADY LINDA, Inland 
0i11,1800; MEMPHIS ZEPHYR, Streett Tow- 
ing,2880; SOUTHERN ,Union Barge; VESTA, 
Jones & Laughlin,1066; VIKING LAD,Vik- 
ing Boat,426;VIVIAN PARKER,Texas Barge, 
1800 ; WINCHESTER ,Jordan,1800; W.S.RHEA, 
MVBL, 3600; WENO, Grimm, 900; A. J. 
SLEPSKI,Slepski,450. All are steel but 
the last two,which are wood; all screw 
but A.J.~SLEPSKI, which is sternwheel. 
The Ashland O11 & Refining Compa- 
ny's VALVOLINE had the hard luck to be 
involved in two collisions with fer- 
ries this winter and spring. February 
18, in a dense early-morning fog, her 
tow struck OLLIE K. WIIDS, which was 
crossing the Mississippi from Darrow 
to Donaldsonville, La. The ferry was 
slightly damaged and her fare-collec- 
tor injured. The second and more ser- 
ious accident occurred April 24, when 
she collided with the small passenger 
ferry from Tell City, Ind., to West 
Tell City, Ky.,on the Ohio. The ferry 
capsized and two lives were lost. VAL- 
VOLINE's pilots were found blameless. 
At New Orleans on February 21, a third 
ferry, the Canal St. diesel WESTSIDE, 
hada midnight brush with the liner AL- 
COA POLARIS, but was running next day 


June 1951 


40 SPR Ay MB, OCA Ae Beer vu 


Rev. Canon F. C. St. Clair, Editor 
514 N. Eighth St., Manitowoc, Wis. 


Great Lakes 


Canadian steamer lines are obviously hit hard by new Government safety reg- 
ulations requiring automatic sprinklers,automatic fire alarm systems and sirens, 
automatic valves on all fire pumps, galley bulkheads, and fireproofing of bulk- 
heads around fullens and engines. These threaten to put the Muskoka Lakes Line 
out of business. Alterations to the three largest steamers, SAGAMO, CHEROKEE, 
and SEGWUN,would cost $30,000; and the company, while in good shape, hasn't the 


Navigation 
in the Sandusky 
Bay region of 
Lake Erie o-§ 
pened in March* 
when the Neuman 
Line CHALLENGER _ 
made a round © 
trip between | 
Sandusky and — 
Kelley's Is- 
land. The is- 
landers were 
running short 
of supplies. 

The Chi-— 
cago, Duluth,& | 
Georgian Bay 
SS.Coewill op- 
erate NORTH A- 


Chicago and Buffalo,SOUTH AMERICAN be- 
tween Duluth and Buffalo about the same 
as in 1950. One variation is NORTH A- 
MERICAN's touching at Midland,Ontario, 
June 16-July 28, and at Sault Ste. Ma- 
rie,Ontario, instead, July 28-Sept. l. 
Going to press, we have received 
the evil news that American passenger 
steamboating has received its worst 
body blow since the war. The century- 
old Detroit & Cleveland Navigation Co. 
has discontinued operation. None of 
its five boats--last extant fleet of 
big sidewheelers--will run this year. 
Lake Michigan carferries will ap- 
parently run as usual this summer. The 
Clipper Line, Wisconsin & Michigan 
Transportation Co., lately operating 
motorship HIGHWAY 16 Milwaukee-Muske- 


JUNIATA between these ports May 15. 

After dark rumors to the contrary, 
the latest word is that Lake Ontario's 
last cross-lake passenger ship,CAYUGA, 
has been fitted with required fire- 
prevention devices by Canada Steamship 
Lines and will ply again this year be- 
tween Toronto and Niagara. 

Between April 19 and May 6,CLIFFS 
VICTORY a NOTRE DAME VICTORY, bought 
from the Government by Cleveland Cliffs 
Co., Cleveland, was towed up the Mis- 
Sissippi River and Illinois Waterway 
by the DPC-built American Barge Line 


money. ISLANDER and AHMIC hold fewer than 100 EERE Gnas. eee are not affected. 


CLIFFS VICTORY in tow of TENARU RIVER near Memph 
MERICAN between Courtesy U. S. Engineers, Memphis District;and Waterways Journal 


| MOUNT MANSFIELD, 


gon, began running MILWAUKEE CLIPPER a 


3 


steamer TENARU RIVER. Believed the 
largest vessel ever to ascend the Mis- 
sissippi, the 620! Victory ship was 
squeezed through the 600' Alton lock 
by being "rocked" in diagonally. 

Not far behind was the 375' Sin- 
clair tanker DANIEL PIERCE a E.W.SIN- 
CLAIR, also moving from ocean to lake 
service, in tow of ABL's H.A.BAYLESS, 
and reportedly the largest tanker ever 
to make this transition. 

Three C-4 vessels bought from the 
Government by Nicholson Universal SS. 
Co., Detroit, will be remodelled and 
given new bowsby Maryland Drydock Co., 
Baltimore.It is hoped the 522-footers, 
LOUIS M. HOWE, and 
SCOTT E. LAND,will be in the ore trade 
by July or August. Other C-4's bought 
by Wisconsin & Michigan SS.Co.,Milwau- 
kee, are being converted on the coast. 
All C-4's will come up the Mississippi. 

Two Great Lakes cement carriers 
have changed names. J.B.JOHN a KAMIN- 
ISTIQUIA b WESTOIL, built 1909 in Eng- 
land, is a JOHN L. A. GALSTER. She is 
owned by Petoskey Transportation Co., 
Petoskey Portland Cement subsidiary. 
The motorship DANIEL McCOOL of Cement 
Transit Co., Muskegon, is b J.B.JOHN. 

Detroit's 24 International Towboat 
Race, May 19,was won by Canadian diesel 
ATOMIC. Best steamer was Great Lakes 
Towing Co.'s FLORIDA,which placed 4th. 
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Atlantic Seaboard 


All three of New York City's "su-_ 


per-ferries" are now in service on the 
Manhattan-Staten Island run. PVT. 
JOSEPH F. MERRELL, her mechanical ail- 
ments (p.16) cured, was running by the 
end of March. CORNELIUS G. KOLFF went 
to work March 22.The third,VERRAZZANO, 
named for the Florentine explorer said 
to have entered New York harbor in 
1524,was commissioned May 7. Your sec- 
tion editor and hiswife crossed aboard 
the first April 1, and found these new 
craft exceptionally plain inside.There 
is little outside deckspace (commuters 
cannot promenade completely around the 
outside as on all preceding boats),and 
less outside seating, which may make 
them not very popular with excursion- 
ists to Staten Island beaches, or with 
sightseers. It is strange to see signs 
on the third deck indicating "Stairs 
to Upper Deck," and leading down. 
MAYOR GAYNOR, tied up for some 
months at St. George as spare boat on 
the Staten Island run, was offered for 
sale April 17,along with 60 sewing ma- 
chines anda police launch minus engine. 
High bidder was James Hughes,Inc., who 
offered $38,100 for scrap. Award has 
been withheld. Also at St. George, 
ELMHURST a MAURICE E. CONNOLLY, of the 
City's 151' class of steam single-deck- 


ers, was still on April 1 supplying 
steam pending completion of the new 
terminal. MURRAY HILL, of the same 


class, was scrapped early last year. 

E.A.DIEFENBACH, THE TIDES, GOTH- 
AM,and HUDSON are all working Electric 
Ferries! only remaining route, the 
Brooklyn & Richmond (Staten I.) Ferry. 
The small ferries serving the "back" 
of Staten Island comprise the follow- 
ing 64'10" double-enders of Sunrise 
Ferries: VEGA and DENEB, Port Richmond 
& Bergen Point Ferry; IRVINGTON and 
PIERMONT,Howland Hook Ferry from Eliz- 
abethport, N. Je; SIRIUS and SPICA, 
Perth Amboy & Tottenville Ferry;CAPEL- 
LA, in reserve at Howland Hook. 

ELLIS ISLAND, double-ender of the 
Bureau of Immigration, again plods a- 
cross New York Bay after being tempo- 
rarily knocked out by colliding with 
the big Staten Islander MARY MURRAY 
last November 1 (and replaced for the 
time onthe Ellis Island run by the 
USCG Cutter TUCKAHOE). She is olive- 
green, is driven by a reciprocating 
engine,and has a huge ship-type venti- 
lator cowl over one pilot house. 

On the North River, the Jersey 
Central's LAKEWOOD, which lost her su- 
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Harry Cotterell, Jr., Editor 
56 Alexander St., Newark 6,N.Jd. 


Late Despatch: Circle Line's ISLANDER: 
smashed her superstructure colliding 
with carfloat,6/5.Tug MARGOT MORAN and 
ferry ALLENTOWN removed passengers. 
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PVT. JOSEPH F. MERRELL 

--Courtesy The Nautical Gazette 
perstructure by fire indrydock January 
17, 1950, has been completely rebuilt. 
She reentered service on the Communipaw 
Ferry April 20,renamed ELIZABETH. She 
looks like an Eads Johnson-design Elec- 
tric Ferry, but, happily, is still a 
steamer. Her two new pilot houses look 
like busses (sloped fronts--square be- 
hinds)perched on the streamlined house. 

IcC permission was finally grant- 
ed the Pennsylvania,February 23, to a- 
bandon its Paulus Hook ferry, on which 
no service has been given since 1949 
(p- 16). The Erie RR. fleet at Jersey 
City comprises the double-decked pro- 
pellers ARLINGTON, JAMESTOWN,MEADVILLE, 
TUXEDO, and YOUNGSTOWN--4 of which are 
needed rush-hours on the Pavonia Ferry. 
The West Shore RR.still operates its 2 
services across the Hudson from Wee- 
hawken, though bus competition via the 
Lincoln Tunnel has reduced trips. AL- 
BANY, CATSKILL, NIAGARA, and ROCHESTER 
serve the "downtown" run to Cortland 


| Street,operated rush hours only, while 


SYRACUSE, STONY POINT, and WEEHAWKEN 
work the much shorter West 42d St.run. 

On the Delaware,three steamers of 
the Delaware-New Jersey Ferry Co. are 
in the news,reports Ed Clark. The com- 
pany recently spent alarge sum to have 
CINCINNATI's ends altered--rather sur- 
prisingly, it being bound by agreement 
with the state bridge authority to stop 
running within a stated distance of the 
near-complete Delaware Memorial Bridge 
when that structure opens.PITTSBURGH's 
superstructure was gutted by fire May 
8 at Pennsville. She has been rebuilt 
as simply a main deck, with an engine 
enclosure surmounted by pilot houses 
and stacks. WILDWOOD is sold to James- 


town Ferry Authority to replace JAMES- 


42 STEAMBOAT 


TOWN on the Newport-Jamestown run. 
The first excursion service to 
get under way at New York in 1951 was 
the Circle Line, whose diesel ex-yacht 
SIGHTSEER began cruises around Manhat- 
tan Island March 22. The Hudson River 
Day Line set May 20 as its. starting 
date,using the same three boats as last 
year. As to HENDRICK HUDSON,see below. 
CITY OF KEANSRURG began weekend serv- 
ice May 19. She will probably have to 
carry on alone this year, as her run- 
ning-mate is still high and dryat Key- 
port(SB,viii:15). NORMANDIE, converted 
LCI owned by Capt. John W. Nugent, be- 
gan round=-Manhattan service May 8, and 
will be joined in June by another con- 
verted LCI, to be named NORMANDIE II. 
At Philadelphia, the Wilson Line 
began regular trips to Chester, Pa., 
Pennsgrove and Riverview Beach,N.J.,and 
Wilmington, Del., May 27. This summer 
it inaugurates service from Allegheny 
Ave.,Philadelphia(first official sail- 
ing,DELAWARE BELLE,June 1) in addition 
to its regular Chestnut St. terminal. 


GOODBYE TO THE LARGEST RIVER STEAMER 
afloat! Hudson River Day Liner HEN- 
DRICK HUDSON has been sold toa Phil- 
adelphia shipbreaker for a reported 
$30,000. Laid up since the end of 
1948, the 45-year-old veteran, with 
her 3-cylinder inclined engine(Flet- 
cher's #195), left New York at the 
end of a towline Monday,June 4,195]. 


ATLANTIC SEABOARD(New England-Canada), 
Doris V. Green, Editor, 126 Broad 
Street, Groton, Connecticut 


On April 21, the motorship ELIZA- 
BETH ANN a SC-127,first-world-war sub- 
marine chaser owned by the Interstate 
Navigation Company and long populer in 
Block Island service,was wrecked by an 
explosion. She was at New London,being 
prepared for her regular run. Fortun- 
ately,no one was injured by the blast, 
which ripped the deck amidships and 
tore loose the superstructure. But the 


ELIZABETH ANN 


--Courtesy 


Bob White Shop 
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beloved "LIZZIE ANN," now beached at 
Harrison's Landing, is a total loss. 

YANKEE a MACHIGONNE will take over 
the Pt. Judith-Block I. run this sum- 
mer, replacing both ELIZABETH ANN and 
SPRIGG CARROLL. The latter,after over- 
haul, will become standby boat, avail- 
able for charter. QUONSET a ELIZABETH 
MONROE SMITH b BOJANGLES has no sched=- 
uled run at present. She is. still 
steam, and is in running condition. 

NELSECO II is running Newport- 
Quonset, and will contimue this run, 
Mondays through Fridays.Beginning June 
25,she will run Fall River-Rocky Point 
on Saturdays and Sundays. 

New London Freight Lines are fea- 
turing weekend excursions to Orient 
Point. Their ad plus $1.25 pays a Sat- 
urday or Sunday round tripon GAY HEAD. 

The old ferry ISLANDER a HEMPSTEAD 
4s still idle at New London, for sale. 

WHITECAP is at Onset, Masse, and 
will make Cape Cod Canal cruises this 
summer. LEPRECHAUN has been sold to 
Hyannis Steamship Lines, and will ply 
between Hyannis and Nantucket. 

Raymond Goodspeed reports Eastern 
Steamship Lines' YARMOUTH will resume 
Boston-Yarmouth service June 20, mak- 
ing three round trips a week. 

The 133d year of steamboating to 
Nantasket was opened about May 350 by 
NANTASKET a NEWBURGH. FRANCIS SCOTT 
KEY a SUSQUEHANNA is due out June 17; 
ALLERTON a HOMER RAMSDELL, later. 

The former Chesapeake Bay night 
boat ANNE ARUNDEL b MOHAWK of the Nan- 
tasket Beach Line is in a Dorchester 
scrapyard, from which, on May 11, she 
was plainly visible, forlorn but in- 
tact, to motorists on Old Colony Blvd. 

WESTPORT has already begun excur- 
sions to the fishing grounds. 

At Saint John, N. B., where she 
was built in 1940, the steam tug OCEAN 
HAWK II was helping her mate, OCEAN 
HAWK, dock the freighter MAUD of the 
Canadian Christensen South African 
Line,when she was hit amidships by the 
big sugar-carrying ship, rolled 
over on her side,and sunk with- 
in seconds. Her mate, cook,and 
one deckhand drowned. Her own- 
ers were Saint John Tugboat Co. 

Canada Steamship Lines! 
three remaining Saguenay liners 
will operate as usual--ST. LAW- 
RENCE and TADOUSSAC on the"reg- 
ular"schedule, RICHELIEU a NAR- 
RAGANSETT cruising. There will 
be no sailing every third night 


--QUEBEC's old slot. A Canadi-~ 
an court of inquiry has de- 
cided that the fire which 


ee a 
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destroyed the latter ship last summer 
was the work of an arsonist. 


Our headline cut on page 25 shows the 
1857 Great Lakes steamer CONSTELLA- 
TION. It was sent by Harold Sniffen, 
Mariners' Museum. More are needed. 


ATLANTIC SEABOARD 


(Chesapeake Bay and 
South), John L. Lochhead, Editor, Mar- 


iners' Museum, Newport News, Virginia 

Plans for adding a new 350! ferry 
to Virginia Ferry Corporation's Little 
Creek-Kiptopeke fleet,were announced in 
April.Moving the eastern terminal from 
Cape Charles to Kiptopeke has not a- 
chieved,as hoped,a sufficiently faster 
turnaround to allow the present 4 ves- 
sels to handle the growing traffic.In- 
stead of building,however, the company 
purchased ,May 29, the diesel HOLIDAY a 
VIRGINIA LEE, and will modify her to 
ferry passenger automobiles only. Thus 
she returns virtually to her prewar run. 

Captain T. J. Stone of the Little 
Creek ferry POCAHONTAS retired in March 
after forty years' service. One of the 
most exciting events of his career oc- 
curred in 1942 when a near-riot broke 
out on POCAHONTAS. Knives and fists 
were wielded,andthe captain commented, 
"Though I've seen hogs slaughtered... 
I've never seen so much blood spilled 
on one place before." 

ELISHA LEE was off her Norfolk- 
Cape Charles run almost 24 weeks in 
February and March, for official in- 
spection and repairs. Since MARYLAND 
was scrapped, there has been no relief 
boat. Passengers have to use the Lit- 
tle Creek-Kiptopeke ferries. 

Many of the colliers which normal- 
ly run Hampton Roads-New England have 
been taking coal to Europe. READING, 
MALDEN, and EVERETT have lately com- 
pleted such trips. WILLIAM N. PAGE, 
built 1918,once well known up and down 
the coast as a collier, but now flying 
the flag of Panama, recently loaded 
coal at Newport News for Italy. 

EDMUND B. ALEXANDER a AMERIKA, 
having escaped the fire that destroyed 
GEORGE WASHINGTON and her pier at Bal- 


--Graham Marine Photo 
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timore, was towed in March to the Hud- 
son River Idle Fleet at Jones Point. 

The Newport News-Pine Beach ferry 
OCEAN CITY returned in April froma 
major face-lifting and revitalization. | 
She now has an upper passenger deck, 
diesel engines,five auto lanes instead 
of four, radar, and greater speed. 

CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW will again make 
excursions at Bermuda this. summer, 
chiefly from Hamilton to St. George's. 

The old laker WESTON M. CARROLL, 
idle at Norfolk since the end of the 
war, sailed early in March for Brazil, 
to operate as the dredge SAN DIEGO. 

MONITOR and VIRGINIA (MERRIMAC) 
battle once again in Hampton Roads dur- 
ing the final reunion of the United 
Confederate Veterans, at Norfolk May 
5s0-June 5. The Navy is to convert two 
landing craft to simulate theironclads. 

The names on the concrete steam- 
ers sunk as a breakwater at Kiptopeke 
are fast being obliterated. As a mat- 
ter of record, they are as follows, 
left to right as one approaches Kipto- 
peke from Little Creek: first group: 
ARTHUR NEWELL TALBOT, EDWIN THACHER, 
ROBERT WHITMAN LESLY,WILLIS A. SLATER; 
second group: LEONARD CHASE WASON,RICH- 
ARD KIDDER MEADE, JOHN GRANT, WILLIAM 
FOSTER COWHAM, WILLARD A. POLLARD. 

CITY OF RICHMOND collided with 
the tanker ESSO DELIVERY NO. 10 in fog 
March 1. Slightly damaged,the Old Bay 
Liner was soon back on her run. 

The Victor Lynn freighter CLIO 
has been hauled off her Salisbury-Bal- 
timore run for failure to meet the re- 
quirements of the Coast Guard. 

The motor barge(ex-Lake Champlain 
sidewheel steamer) VERMONT struck a 
swingbridge over the Albemarle & Ches- 
apeake Canal December 2. VERMONT, reg- 
ularly employed on the intracoastal wa- 
terway carrying paper in rolls,charged 
that railway employees failed to keep 
a proper lookout and to give required 
warning that the draw opening was im- 
passable. She is back in service. 

ACADIA is now tied up at the Berk- 
ley yard of the Norfolk Shipbuilding & 
Dry Dock Co. The Army took over the 
Army Base Piers,and forced herremoval. 

CONE JOHNSON and R. S. STERLING 
are the namesof the 588-ton diesel<-e- 
lectric double-enders built 1950 by Todd 
for the Texas State Highway Commission. 


CQD (cont. from p. 33)##Wanted: Plans, 
pictures,any pictorial or printed mat- 
ter relating to PORTLAND, lost 1898, 
which might help build accurate scale 


Plans of sister BAY STATE would 
John H.Dodge, Kenyon, R.I. 


model. 
be useful. 
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Stephan Gmelin, Editor 
1 Indian Spring Rd., Cranford,N.Jd. 


High Seas 


NEW YORK b TOKIO MARU, of 1864 --Drawing by Erik Heyl 


Erik Heyl has compiled the following two fleet lists of American steamship 
lines in an interesting period of our maritime history, the mid-19th century. 
THE ATLANTIC & PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY--organized by Vanderbilt and 
Morgan in 1859, after they had been awarded the mail contract hitherto held by 
the U. S. Mail and Pacific Mail Steamship Companies. 
ARIEL (1855) from People's Opposition Line,1859; to Atlantic Mail,1864. 
CHAMPION (1859) from Vanderbilt, 1859; to Atlantic Mail, 1864. 
CORTES (1852) a SARATOGA from Nicaragua SS. Co., 1859; to Pacific Mail, 
1860. Burned at Shanghai, 1865. 
COSTA RICA (1863) a COMMODORE from Vanderbilt,1863; to Atlantic Mail, 1864. 
NEW YORK (1864) from Vanderbilt, 1864; to Atlantic Mail, 1864. 
NORTH STAR (1853) from People's Opposition Line,1859; to Atlantic Mail,1864. 
NORTHERN LIGHT(1851) from U. S. Mail, 1859; to Russell Sturgis, 1864. 
OCEAN QUEEN (1857) a QUEEN OF THE PACIFIC from Vanderbilt, 1859; to Atlantic 
Mail, 1864.. 
ORIZABA (1854) operated under charter. 
SIERRA NEVADA (1851) a TEXAS b QUARTZ ROCK from U. S. Mail, 1859; to Pacific 
Mail, 1860. Stranded near San Francisco, 1869. 
UNCLE SAM (1852) from U. S. Mail, 1859;to Pacific Mail,1860; to China,1878. 
THE ATLANTIC MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY--successor in 1864 to services of At- 
lantic & Pacific Mail Steamship Company. In 1865, this company's Pacific fleet 
was sold to the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, while the Atlantic steamers on 
the New York-New Orleans and New York-Aspinwall routes were retained. 
ARIEL (1855) from A. & P. Mail, 1864; to Pacific Mail, 1865. Foundered 
off Japan, 1873. 
CHAMPION (1859) from A. & P. Mail, 1864; to Pacific Mail, 1865. Sunk in 
collision off Delaware Capes, 1879. 
COLUMBIA (1857) in New York-Havana service, 1869. Scrapped, 1876. 
COSTA RICA (1863) from A. & P. Mail, 1864; to Pacific Mail, 1864. Scrapped 
in Japan, 1886. 
EAGLE (1862) in New York-Havana service, 1869; from West Indies Mail. 
Stranded off South Carolina, 1870. 
MISSOURI (1862) in New York-Havana service,1870. Burned off Abaco I.,1872. 
MORRO CASTLE (1862) in New York-Havana service, 1869; from Clyde Line, 1869. 
Burned at Charleston, S. C., 1883. 
NEW YORK (1864 ) b TOKIO MARU from A. & P. Mail, 1864; to Pacific Mail, 
1865. Scrapped in Japan, 1886. 
NORTH STAR (1853) from A.& P.Mail,1864; to Pacific Mail,1865. Scrapped,1865. 
NORTHERN LIGHT(1851) from Russell Sturgis, 1864; to Henry F. Hamill, 1870. 
Scrapped, 1875. 
(1857) from A.& P.Mail,1864; to Pacific Mail,1865. Scrapped,1875. 
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The American President C-3 liners CALIFORNIAN (1946) a MT. GREYLOCK, HA- 
taken over before completion at Camden | WAIIAN (1946) a MT. ROGERS, NEVADAN 
have been given transport names: PRES- (1946) a WILLIS VICKERY, TEXAN (1946) a 
IDENT JACKSON is now BARRETT;PRESIDENT | MT. DAVIS; Pope & Talbot: P.& T.LEADER 
ADAMS, GEIGER; PRESIDENT HAYES,UPSHUR. (1944) a CHINA VICTORY; Pacific Far 
Passenger Liner Notes: GERMANIC East: ALASKA BEAR (1944) a BLUEFIELD 
b OTTAWA c¢ GULDCEMAL, White Star Line VICTORY, CANADA BEAR (1945) a PADUCAH 
pioneer latterly under Turkish colors, VICTORY,HAWAII BEAR(1945) a KELSO VIC- 
has been scrapped. SOBIESKI (1939) of | TORY; 50. Atlantic SS. Co.: SOUTHWAVE 
Gdynia-America Line is now the Russian (1943) a FRANK R. STOCKTON; Bull: DOR- 
GRUZIA. OCEAN MONARCH (1951),new Fur- OTHY (1943) a HENRY L. BENNING, HILTON 
ness cruise ship, has been placed in (1944) a MORRIS HILLQUIT; Moore McCor- 
service to Bermuda and Nassau from New mack: MORMACSPRUCE(1945) a MUNCIE VIC- 
York and other eastern seaboard ports. TORY. Numerous Liberty ships have been 
Scuttlebutt: Bull Lines! HILTON sold to other private American owners. 
a PASSAIC b ICE KING ¢ GEORGIAN is Some of these ships, with their new 
broken up. "ANDREA F.LUCKENBACH (1945) names, are: MOHAWK (1942) a JAMES FEN- 
@ OTTAWA was wrecked off Hawaii in | IMORE COOPER, MOJAVE (1942) a DAVID 
March. A unique salvage job completed | BUSHNELL, SEALEGEND (1943) a THOMAS M. 
in Italy is joining of the forepart of | COOLEY, GEORGE M. CULUCANDIS (1944) a 
BERT WILLIAMS(South Portland,Me. ,1944) JOHN P. HARRIS, JOSEPH FEUER (1943) a 
to the afterpart of NATHANIEL BACON | HENRY G. COSTIN, TRANSUNION (1945) a 
(Mobile, 1942),both Liberty ships dam- MARK BRUTON RYAN, SANTA VENETIA (1944) 
aged and abandoned during war, to form | a EDWARD G. JANEWAY, WESTERN OCEAN 
a new vessel 50' longer thanaLiberty, | (1944) a ABRAHAM ROSENBERG, TRANSATLAN- 
driven by the BACON's machinery. Thus TIC (1944) a FELIX RIESENBERG. 
the shipbuilding skills of North and Collision: On May 9, the Liberty 
South have been united in one ship! ship TRANSAMERICAN Union Transport Co, 
Ship Sales: The current demand inbound on the Delaware, rammed the 
for tonnage has resulted in many pur- outward-bound ANTINOUS, Waterman SS. 
chases of government vessels by Ameri- Co., off Chester, Pa. A hole 30! deep 
can shipping lines, as follows--Ameri- extending 20' under water was opened 
can President: PRESIDENT ARTHUR (1945) in ANTINOUS' port side below the bridge 
a DARTMOUTH VICTORY,PRESIDENT GARFIELD and the two vessels remained locked to- 
(1945) @ WILLAMETTE VICTORY; American- gether even after she had been beached 
Hawaiian:AMERICAN (1946) a MT. WHITNEY, py tugs. There were no injuries. 


Robert W. Parkinson, Editor 
West Coast | 3051 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, Cal. 


For most of its length, State Highway 1 north of San Francisco follows the 
high-cliffed shoreline, winding in and out of the dog-holes of the Sonoma and 
Mendocino County coast. The old lumber landings are gone now, most of the mills 
are gone, and the towns that remain are dependent now on farming and livestock. 
Stewarts Point lies 79 nautical miles northwestof San Francisco;Black Point,81; 
Gualala,86; and Point Arena,95. Caspar,125, and Fort Bragg,129 miles, are still 
lumber towns, the latter with its own outside rail connection. Point Arena has 
had a few shipwrecks in late years, the most recent being PACIFIC ENTERPRISE in 
1949; but few of these towns have figured in maritime news since the end of the 
steam schooner era. However, at 2:30 A. M., Saturday, April 28, the Japanese 
steamer KENKOKU MARU,Japan to San Francisco in ballast, lost in fog and some 80 
miles off course, ran on the beach at Black Point. Her wireless reported her 
aground on the Farallone Islands; but. 
blasts of her horn brought local resi- 
dents,who summoned the Coast Guard. The 
crew have been in no danger, and have 
continued to live on board. Attempts are 
being made to free the ship by tugs and 
derrick barge. As of May 9, the derrick 
had succeeded only in swinging the stern 
about 60' seaward. It is believed a pin- 
macle of rock has her pinned. Local 
papers give the following information on 
KENKOKU MARU: length, 426'; beam, 59'; 
tonnage, 10,600; built 1945; owner, Inui 
Kisen K.K. Line. Photo at right by RWP. 
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Jerry MacMullen, our former West 
Coast Editor,sends the following item. 
Old=-timers of the wooden "steam 
schooner" days would shake their heads 
to see the latest addition to the Pa- 
cific Coast lumber fleet--raked bow, 
cruiser stern,and the varnished bright- 
work of a European steamer's bridge. 
Such is CYNTHIA OLSON a WILHELM 
TRABER b EMPIRE WANDLE c YANKEE DAWN, 
recently purchased from the Fall River 
Steamship Co. by Oliver J.Olson & Co., 
veteran coastwise firm,of San Francis- 
CO. A steel, single-screw steamer of 
3117 gross tons,she first saw the light 
at the yards of Flensburger Schiffsbau 
Gesellschaft, Flensburg, Germany, in 
1935. She is powered with a 4-cylinder 
compound engine--actually a pair of 2- 
cylinders mounted on the same bedplates 
--and two boilers. She burns oil fuel. 
When they first got her, she had 
two masts; but to make her better fit- 
ted for the lumber trade, these were 
removed and she was rigged with four 
masts,like several of the prewar steel 
lumber carriers in Pacific Coast trade. 
She is reported capable of carrying 
more than 2,000,000 feet of lumber. 

_ Although she has no sails,and her 
hull is of the most modern design, she 
still will be a "steam schooner"--the 
name bywhich any coastwise lumber car- 
rier is known on the northwest coasts. 
More than half a century has passed 
since the first actual steam schooner 
--a schooner with a small auxiliary en- 
gine for getting in and out of port-- 
appeared. The name caught on, and, al- 
though the last steamer to carry even 
& rag of sail has been gone for many 
years, they are "steam schooners" to 
this day. Tradition dies hard. 


WEST COAST (Pacific Northwest), T. E. 
Sandry, Editor, 4232 Eastern Avenue, 
Seattle, Washington 


We hate tobe monotonous,but PRIN- 
CESS "VIC" is at it again,for the 8lst 
time.She may see the century mark yet! 

Seattle's 3d International Tow- 
boat Race was held May 19,over a 4-mile 
triangular course. Winners, by class, 
were WEDELL FOSS(oceangoing), FOSS #18 
(harbor ),ISKUM(small),and SGT.CLARENCE 
W. FOSS, ATA-242 (military). Best time 
was by WEDELL FOSS: 18 m. 7 s. Best 
Canadians were ISLAND SOVEREIGN (3d in 
oceangoing), LA BONNE (2d in harbor). 
All winners were diesel. Only 2 were 
of Foss Launch & Tug Co.--Sgt. Foss be- 
ing no relation of the towboat family. 

Alaska Railroad's sternwheel pack- 
ets ALICE and NENANA resume Yukon River 
service this month with an upstream 


total Liberties under NSA(April)to 51. 


| Railroad. The extra"C"should be noted. 
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sailing,Nenana-Fort Yukon,June 7 end a 
downstream trip to Marshall June 13. 

The Coast Guard calls both skip- 
pers at fault in the Aug. 26 collision 
between Navy hospital ship BENEVOLENCE 
and MARY LUCKENBACH off Golden Gate. 
Both were exceeding safe speeds. 

The Knutsen Line started transpa- 
cific service with MARTIN BAKKE,May 4, 
followed by JOHN BAKKE in early June. 
These modern reefer motorships, each 
accommodating 12 passengers,will again 
bring the familiar black funnel with 
double red band into local prominence. 

Of 41 mothballed Liberty ships act- 
ivated recently,5 were from West Coast 
reserve fleets: THOMAS NUTTALL, GEORGE 
WALTON (Astoria); HERBERT D.CROLY, ABI- 
GAIL ADAMS (Olympia); and JOHN MURRAY 
FORBES (San Francisco). This action 
followed exhaustion of Victory ships 
from our reserve fleets, and brought 


MARINE COLLECTION (cont. from p. 38) 
us by the Moore Dry Dock Co.of Oakland 
when TAMALPAIS was scrapped.Her clere- 
story panes showed typesof craft built 
by the Union Iron Works, and included 
steamships,yachts,ferryboats,warships, 
and tugs. Our window shows a tug. 

The bell of JAMES M. DONAHUE, the 
nameboard of MARIN, a houseflag of the 
Golden Gate Ferry Co.,a cup and saucer 
of SAN RAFAEL, and a 102-year-old Bear 
Flag memento of the ship BROOKLYN 
round out the present exhibit. 

To Mr. Brown's list can be added 
the following concerning the painting 
of SAUCELITO: Water color;Marin County 
Historical Society,San Rafael,Califor- 
nia; J.Bard, N.Y.,1877. This painting 
was reproduced in the Sausalito News, 
February 27,1941(Souvenir Ed.). On the 
paddlebox appears the Great Sealof the 
State of California,and the letters"N. 
P.C.C.R.R.," for North Pacific Coast 


A colored working drawing of SAU- 
CELITO from the Eldredge Collection, 
Mariners'Museum,was reproduced in Carl 
D. Lane's American Paddle Steamboats. 

Photographs of SAN RAFAEL are not 
uncommon, but none are known of SAUCE- 
LITO. Her painting shows an octagonal 
pilot house, while the photos show a 
circular one on SAN RAFAEL. I have not 
seen the painting of the latter, so 
can give no further report. on it. 

These two works of James Bard are 
unusual because the boats were built 
in the New York area and shipped 
knocked-down to San Francisco by rail 
(not by sailing ship, as elsewhere re- 
ported). We have no record of James 
Bard ever having been in San Francisco. 
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A publication relating primarily é 
to North American steam and oth- 
er power craft,past and present. 


Pilot House 


No.38 June, 1951 Vol.VIII,No.2 


Issued to promote and coordinate 
the activities of historians and 
collectors,by The Steamship His- 
torical Society of America, Inc. 
The success of Steamboat Bill de- 
pends on sustained cooperation of 
SSHSA members. Opinions ex- 
pressed by authors are not ne- 
cessarily those of the editors. 
Subscription is by SSHSA member- 
ship. Single copies, 75 cents. 
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. Trans-Atlantic Passenger Ships 
Reviews --Past and Present (revised 
printing), by Eugene W.Smith. Boston, 
George H. Dean Company (74 India St.), 
1947. $3.50. Also two Supplements to 
the above, issued in 1950, gratis. 

Eugene Smith's Trans-Atlantic Pas- 
senger Ships has now been revised and 
brought upto date with two new supple- 
ments. Those of us who are familiar 
with the main volume will find these 
two supplements of invaluable aid in 
completing this excellent book. One 
embraces the latest changes of owner-~- 
ship, together with all recently built 
tonnage. In the second supplement are 
given more notes on the current status 
of many well known ships, and also re- 
cently-acquired information which com- 
pletes the entries for many of theold- 
er vessels. Copies of the former sup- 
plement have already been sent to SSHSA 
members. Mr. Smith will be pleased to 
send copies of the otherto anyone who 
has a copy of the main volume, on re- 
ceipt of a self-addressed and stamped 
envelope at his address: 8 Hillside 
Avenue, West Concord, Massachusetts. 

We strongly recommend the main 
volume to those who have not yet ob- 
tained a copy. The book is a ready 
reference for transatlantic passenger 


ships from the earliest days, listing 
them alphabetically with all pertinent 
information as to size,names,etc. Mr. 
Smith has included in the appendices a 
fine series of fleet lists, together 
with an excellent pictorial section. 
To all steamship historians and col- 
lectors, this book is a "must." -=SG 


The Saga of the DELTA QUEEN,by Freder- 
ick Way, Jr. Gincinnati 17, Picture 
Marine Publishing Co., 1951. 128 pag- 
es. Ill. $3.00. 


DELTA QUEEN now shares something 


| with BETSY ANN and GENERAL CROWDER: the 


fact that,if she is remembered inc2odl, 
she will have Fred Way to thank. In 
the 20th century, she has attracted 
more popular attention than either of 
the others. Shipped knocked-down from 
Scotland to California, with her sis- 
ter DELTA KING, she was assembled at 
Stockton in 1925-6,as half of the most 
expensive team ever to ply the Sacra- 
mento River. It was a gambler's grand 
gesture,in the dusk of American steam- 
boating,to keep one of the brag trades 
going;and it worked for 15 seasons. In 
1940 the KING and QUEEN tied up by the 
bridge at Sacramento for the last time. 

In 1946, after 4 years' drudgery 
as Navy ferries,they were auctioned by 
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Send FANTAIL views,reminiscenc~ 
es, news of members, and notes 
on operation to Jay Allen, Saf- 
fer Court 2, 


The 


Fantail Urbana, Illinois. 


KINGSTON --Photo by James Wilson 
the Maritime Commission. Captain Tom 
Greene of Cincinnati's Greene Line bid 
on DELTA KING and missed, bid on DELTA 
QUEEN and hit. Fred Way was the friend 


ifornia to the Ohio. This book is the 
record of that epic undertaking. Capt. 
Way makes it a vivid, humorous,and en- 
tirely fascinating story. 

The book brims with pictures, 
showing DELTA QUEEN's career not only 
as oceangoing barge andcrack Ohio-Mis- 
sissippi tourist liner but as a Sacra- 
mento steamer from the time her compo- 
nent parts reached California. The 
SSHSA may take pride that this book is 
written by oneof its members,published 
by another (Benjamin F.Klein), and de- 
signed to focus the searchlight on a 
third, the late Capt. Tom Greene. Each 
does his own part admirably. --CBM 


The Mariners!’ Museum, 1930-1950: A His- 
tory and Guide. Newport News,Mariners' 


Museum Publication No. 20, 1950. 267 
pages. I11. Index. $4.00. 

Best of the many good things that 
could be said about this handsome,pro- 
fusely illustrated volume is that, un- 
like most institutional chronicles, it 
is good reading--from start to finish, 
a book. The title page does not tell 
whom to thank for this continuous read- 
ability; but a foreword identifies the 
"compiler" as Alexander Crosby Brown, 
SSHSA Publications Committee Chairman 
and former Museum Chief of Publications. 

Mr. Brown does not profess to be 
writing a catalog, yet one constantly 
wonders how, without disrupting the 
flow of his story,he contrives to give 
so detailed a description of the muse- 
um's holdings,in a bewildering variety 


he commissioned to bring her from Cal- 


June 1951 
Apart from descriptive 


BILL 


of categories. 


passages,he presents a straightforward I 
and interesting narrative of the muse- | 
Here the || 


um's origins and activities. 
reader cannot fail to note with regret 
the highly valuable activities 
are no longer 
model-building shop which did such dis- 
tinguished and historically authentic 
work during its dozen years of life. 
The Mariners! Museum's stated 
scope, "the culture of the sea and its 
tributaries," is far broader than that 
of this journal. But steam specialists 
will find ample areas of interest in 
Mr. Brown's book, particularly in the 
chapters on ship models, equipment,and 
ornaments, the pictorial collection, 
ceramics, and the library. 
will richly repay complete reading.CBM 


Pacific Graveyard, a Narrative of the 


Ships Lost Where the Columbia River 
Meets the Pacific Ocean, by James A. 


Gibbs,ur. (sponsored by Oregon Histor- 
ical Society). Portland(Ore.),Binfords 
& Mort,1950. 173 pages. fll. 5200. 
This very readable collection of 
shipwreck stories may be called a west 
coast counterpart of Snow's Stomms and 
Shipwrecks of New England. Fixing his 
attention on a narrower area, but one 
peculiarly fruitful in shipwreck, Mr. 
Gibbs has compiled a list of some 150 
losses or near-losses of ships over 25 
tons since 1792. Of these, 20% were 
steamers; 8%,motor vessels. The en- 
tire list is given,concisely and alpha- 
petically, in a 30-page "Appendix." 
The book proper tells in greater 


detail the stories of about one-third | 


of these wrecks. Here the balance is 
more even: about 40% of the narratives 
concern steam or motor craft. Separate 
chapters also sketch historical back- 
grounds,describe the nature and perils 
of the Columbia bar in early days, and 
recount the measures taken to tame it. 

The author relies extensively on 
survivors' narratives and (for recent 
wrecks) personal observation. Clearly, 
years of study and compilation lie be- 
hind the work. It is well illustrated 
and its appendix goes far to take the 
place of an index. But it shows enough 
surface inaccuracies to make one wonder 
how many more lie hidden.We,of course, 
are chiefly interested in the steam 
wrecks; but, when two photos of full- 
rigged ships are labelled, respective- 
ly, "Bark ALICE" and "Schooner STRATH- 
BLANE," we incline to read the steam- 
ship and steamboat stories with cau- 
tion. A map would also be helpful to 
readers not familiar with the region. 


which | 
sustained--notably the || 


The book || 


